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From the Pastor’s Desk

Hallelujah! Spring has finally sprung!

The message of resurrection, rebirth, and new life we identify with
Easter is finally being played out in greening grass, the budding
trees, and the beauty of flowers. Winter is over (we hope!). Signs of
life are everywhere. The laughing of children playing outside. The
smiles of the old and young as they bask in the warmth of the sun
again. Sheets hanging on clotheslines capture the crispness and
sweetness of the fresh air around us. We are venturing out again into
the outside world to work, to play, and to relax. Yes, spring is here!

With this change of season and it external displays there are also
signs of life blossoming inside each of us. The high school seniors
are really starting to realize that graduation is near. Our youth and
children are getting “cabin fever” and beginning to question why
they have to go to bed while it is still light out. So too is our church,
White Lake United Methodist Church, ready for spring!

We have toiled long and hard all winter to prepare ourselves
inwardly for the outward opportunities that will soon be ours to share
our fellowship, in our blessings, and in the Gospel written upon our
hearts. The adventure of God’s calling in our lives beckons us to get
out, get busy, and celebrate all the beauty and blessings that we have
been provided by our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, and Friend. As
we rejoice in the wonder of spring and the chance to experience it in
the renewal of our faith and witness, our preparations continue.
Easter is just around the corner! Our snowbirds are returning
bolstering our ranks literally and most of all spiritually. The plans
for the many activities we embrace as part of our journey in
discipleship are well underway, including our Lenten Lunches, The
Gathering meals, Free Store sharing, Stitchers, Chair Yoga, Safe
Summer Safety Fair, Grief Share. Ladies Dominoes, Men’s
Breakfast, Easter Breakfast, Easter United Service, our Easter Egg



Hunt, our NOW Spring Fling & Homegrown Concert, a host of Bible studies and Discussion Groups,
and so much more!

As we continue to grow and flourish amongst the glory and splendor of God’s wondrous creation, it is
my prayer that we experience the same explosion of the Spirit in each of our lives. For all the doom
and gloom that we often hear in the newspapers and on the television, we ARE alive . . . Jesus IS alive
...we HAVE hope! What a blessing to have the chance to thaw another’s heart out from the winter
of their own spirits. What a joy to share to warmth of our fellowship in Christ with our friends and
neighbors. What a challenge to grow and mature and stand firm in the luscious soil in which God has

planted us!

Hallelujah!

Church Office Hours

Deadline for the May newsletter
Mon  10am—3.30pm Friday April 25", 2025

Tues 12pm—3.30pm
Wed 10am—3.30pm
Thurs 10am—3.30pm

OFFICE
NOTES

The Church office is located at

8555 Cook Street, Montague, Ml 49437

Phone # 231-894-5789 Fri 10am—3.30pm
Our Vision Statement
Now that all our ministries are all under one roof, it is Worship God
important to book your meeting space with the office.
There is room at the inn, but we need to avoid double Follow Jesus
booking ourselves. Thank you! Love and Serve All

“As followers of Jesus, we the people of the White Lake United Methodist Church are committed to welcoming and loving
everyone, without regard to age, ability, race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, family make-up or faith
tradition. We embrace the principles of love over hate, inclusion over hias, respect over prejudice, equality over bigotry

and caring for all. We are committed to living out unconditional love in our lives, worship, study, and service.”




Prayer Request Card — are available on our Welcome Desk in
the Welcome Center at both campuses. Fill it out and hand
to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings.

» Instant Messenger on church Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).

» This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors. Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates
that many share on the church Facebook page.

» NEW Church Website has a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be monitored
and picked up by the pastor.

» Weekly Printed Announcements — It is our plan to continue to publish our
Prayer List here each week. Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide
for your prayers during the week!

» Monthly Newsletter — We will publish our existing Prayer List each month.

» Contact the Pastor/Church Office — phone or email the Church Office to
make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim.

» For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at
231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for
starting the Prayer Chain.

» To be added to the Prayer Chain

» e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com. We can
never have too many folks praying!

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

» Pam LaBounty’s granddaughter, Brynnlie, is now back at school and improving all the time. Thank
you for all the prayers.

» Ted Boyden has now moved back home.

» Becki Goudreau is in Shelby hospital with pneumonia and blood clots in her lungs. Chuck remains at
home awaiting surgery for a couple of weeks.

» Please pray for Ron Farmer who is receiving hospice care at his home.

» Betty Bloomberg, who volunteers at the Free Store, will be undergoing lung cancer surgery on March
27" to remove the lower left lobe of her lung. Prayers for Betty and all concerned with her care.

» Winnie Peter’s friend’s daughter (Jewellee) has yet undiagnosed health concerns. Prayers that
answer and treatment can be identified quickly.

» Lee & Bob Suits’ daughter, Katrina, has suffered another stroke, and may have pulmonary blood
clots. Prayers for her and the family.

» Brenda’s niece, Melina, sadly passed away after a fall resulting in a brain injury. Prayers of comfort
for her family and friends.

I/ Community W ‘ZW

12 noon - 1:00 p.m.

March 12 @ St. Peters By-The-Lake with Doug Ogden
8435 Old Channel Trail, Montague

March 19 @White Lake Congregational UCC with Beth Wolford

1809 S Mears Ave, Whitehall

March 26 @ St. James Catholic with Bill Crawford
5149 Dowling St, Montague

April 2 @ White Lake United Methodist with Donna Morton
8555 Cook Street, Montague

April 9 @ Ferry with Tim Dibble
8637 Old Channel Trail, Montague



https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist
mailto:jareyd@aol.com

Purveyors of Awe

Elements for Curating a Life
of Spiritual Depth

Awe is a profound emotional response that can significantly impact our wellbeing and perception of the
world. Awe often arises from experiences that transcend our usual understanding, such as viewing vast
landscapes, listening to powerful music, encountering extraordinary acts of kindness, or feeling
heightened devotion and a Divine Presence connecting us all. To be a “Purveyor of Awe” is to be
intentional about curating a life of spiritual depth. This has implications not only for one’s own life, but
also as motivation to tend to the wellbeing of others. Let us approach this Lent with awe.

Sunday Morning

Services
9:00am

Traditional style

10.00am

Fellowship Time

11:00am
Praise Band Service
Including Kids’ Church

Hallelujah Kids’ Chorus &
the Youth Class

COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE

FIRST SUNDAYS Mary Todd 231-750-6646

SECOND SUNDAYS Laura Kiel 231-894-9253 and Ruth Carson 301-514-6074
THIRD SUNDAYS  Mary Warnock 231-893-2552

FOURTH SUNDAYS Barb Lloyd 231-894-2543

FIFTH SUNDAYS (March) Ruth Grenell and Martha Sadony

Sue Thumser has volunteered to be a substitutes provider if needed.
Volunteers can swap their Sundays as needed. Phone numbers listed above.

If you wish to provide a cake or treat for a birthday or other celebration, please call the
person scheduled for that Sunday to coordinate with them. If necessary, you can obtain
more information at the church office.




April 17" - Maundy Thursday - Dinner at 6:00 p.m. -

H l Service of Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m.
O y April 18" — Good Friday — Service at 7:00 p.m.
April 20" - Easter Breakfast 8:30 a.m

week Joint Worship at 10:00 a.m.

Easter Egg Hun‘t to follow

On Maundy Thursday at 7pm, we will have a short service of Holy Communion. The Gathering meal is
at 6pm as usual. We welcome Dave Sipka as our guest presenter on Good Friday at 7pm. Come and
see his unique retelling of Christ’s passion. Then come to celebrate Christ’s resurrection on Easter
Sunday. The day begins with a free breakfast (please let the office know if you plan to attend),
followed by one service together at 10am. This will be followed by a fun Easter egg hunt for the
children. Let’s celebrate together!

Easter Breakfast

Sunday, April 20th, 2025 .
8:30 a.m. at White Lake UMC /7" /

= |
8555 Cook Street, Montague, Ml 49437 - - O O
& Sponsored by our S] ') [ r‘) ‘r E =1 a
N.O.W. Ministry Team .
Please RSVP to the church office for Easter Sunday, April 20th, 2025

catering purposes at (231) 894-5789 or After our 10am service at White Lake UMC
whitelakeunitedmethodist@gmail.com v P

Starting April 27™, come and explore

Resurrection Stories

Resurrection
Stories

Unlock yours.




Lay Servant training courses are designed to help ordinary
folks improve their effectiveness in many different fields.
Everyone begins with the basic course. This helps to find
your gifts and explores your call to ministry. After this,
there’s a wide variety of other classes. Some work towards
becoming Lay Speakers, others are in leading Bible study,
teaching, and leading small groups. Yet more are focused on
caring ministries. Training of this kind can increase your
confidence and your effectiveness as we serve the church and our communities. If you would like to
know more, drop in at the church office.

UPCOMING DISTRICT TRAINING

Our next District Lay Servant Ministries classes will be held at Cadillac UMC on April 25" and 26"
2025.

Classes offered will be the Basic class (for those starting out), ‘Life Together in the United Methodist
Connection’ (a Polity class) and ‘Soul Reset’ (discover the power of rest through practices that create
spiritual wholeness). Application forms and information are available at the church office.

—— =z
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- \
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April Rehearsal Schedule

Choral Joy will be rehearsing on Wednesday evenings at 6pm
on April 2", 9t 16%" 23 and 30
and performing on April 20" and May 11*
Praise Ringers will be rehearsing on Wednesday evenings at 7pm
On April 9™, 16", 23", and 30"
and performing on April 13", April 20" and May 18™

If you are interested in offering special music during the summer months, please contact Gwen as
soon as possible. She will be creating the schedule immediately after Easter.



Did you know that ALL women and girls in the United
Methodist Church are members of the United Women in
Faith? All pastors are members too!

Next meeting is on Monday, April 7t at 10am.

Uni

In Faith
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‘ . \ /w .* % 1 We will be providing refreshments and lunch

for the district retreat here at White Lake
WESTERN WATERS UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH PRESENTS... UMC Please |et Laura Klel know If you Can

BETTER 2>~
TOCETHE: g,

May 3rd, 2025 | 9: 30 am - 2:30 pm

W/ y LI/ “ e
VVhite Lake UMIC

1C. | . CARE
In a world that feels more chaotlc b%the day, how do we {\‘. CIRCLE

hold on to hope? By building deep Christ-friendships that
strengthen and sustain us. This retreat will guide us through
celebrating the friends we have, learning to build the
connections we need, and being the kind of friend our
friends deserve—because the best way to navigate life’s
challenges is together.

Meet your retreat leader: Rev. Kim Bos is the campus pastor White Lake UMC's United Women in Faith invite you to join

and executive director of the Ferris State Wesley House, where

she has spent the past six years guiding others in faith and bmldmg
meaningful connections. Having become somewhat of an expert in
making friends, she is passionate about creating strong

communities. Kim hails from the shores of Lake Michigan, calls
Muskegon “home,” and is happiest when knitting, baking, or i
enjoying a day at the beach. for our sisters and brothers

; with past and present cancer diagnoses.
INGATHERING: paper plates, bowls, toilet paper, paper towels P P 9
/ and napkins for FSU Wesley House. We will care for each other by listening and learning and loving.
Listening to each other's fears, anxieties and hopes.

Learning each other's needs, concerns and wishes.
Loving each other through phone calls, cards and hugs.
Spea k tO Sue Lloyd fOr more infOrmation a bOUt our As we are held in God's hands, let us hold each other in a circle of care.
Please contact Sue Lloyd at slloyd6907@charter.net,
Ca re CI rCle or by phone at 231-894-5292, if you want to join the Care Circle.
All are welcome, regardless of gender, ability,
talent, experience, health.

You are invited to our

Women'’s Potluck Dinner

Fritenp May denalEs o~ All women are welcome to
A friendly meal followed by card/board games,

IT——-—— attend this wonderful

(Bring a dish to pass—beverages provided) oppo rtu n|ty to make friends.
RSVP to the church office 231 894 5789




On Saturday, March 22", 5 members of our UWF joined others at
the Western Waters District Spring Fling. After registration, we
— gathered in the Hart UMC sanctuary to share worship. Rita Caviness,
4 Director of Hope Project in Muskegon then shared with us about her
work helping and working with clients who have experienced human
trafficking firsthand. She shared their stories, and the sense of
purpose she experiences in her work as an expression of her
spiritual journey.

Next, we had a choice of three breakout sessions. 1) UWF online
tutorial 2) UWF Reading Program, and 3) making greetings cards for
Easter. Then shared a tasty lunch in the Fellowship Hall.

At our final session, we heard from
Lauren Mein, a legal assistant for
Farmworker Legal Services. Lauren
shared the stories of farm workers
who FLS supports, and the many
legal issues they must navigate.
Michigan has a massive dependency
on migrants, local, out of state, and
from other countries, to gather the
many crops we grow here. At FLS
they have a team of just 9 people to
cover the entire State of Michigan!
The whole day was very informative.

THE GATHERING

Free Meals & Good Company

The Galhering

During this time of transition we would love to
8555 Cook Street add new folks to our cooking teams. We also

Montague, Ml 49437 need help making bag lunches to distribute
through the Free Store each Saturday lunch time.

Phone # 231 894 5789
Call the office for more information.




% Health & Wellness Ministries

Join us for

CHAIR YOGA

A fun and relaxing way to get ready for summer!

Anyone is welcome to
join us for gentle
chair yoga exercises.
No experience
necessary.

Mondays, Wednesdays &
Fridays
3:30 to 4:30 pm
WLUMC Fellowship Hall

All are welcome, all 3 days or any day.
More information call WLUMC office, 231-894-5789
Your WLUMC Health & Wellness Team look forward to seeing youl

CHILL WITH US Our Health and Wellness Team

K|CKSTAR has organized a fun event for all
YOUR SUMMER the family.
WITH
SAFETY FAIR

Make sure to share this with
family, neighbors, and friends as
we give local children the

START AT 10AM-12PM information and resources they
BNACKS, WITH A PRIZE need to keep themselves safe
DRAWING FOR BICYCLE

HELMETS through the summer.

CRAFTING,FIREFIGHTERS,
POLICE OFFICERS AND MORE!

WHITE LAKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8555 COOK ST, MONTAGUE, MI 49437 é
.
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CHURCH FAMILY CAMPING WEEKEND
LAKE MICHIGAN RETREAT AUGUST 1-3

Join us for a weekend of fun and relaxation on beautiful Lake Michigan. This is a time to get away
and to spend time playing, eating, relaxing, worshiping with our White Lake UMC family. We have
sites for tents/RV/campers. There are also platform tent sites that sleep 6-8. We have access to a
pavilion with a kitchen for preparing food and eating together. Great showers/bathrooms and of
course Lake Michigan. The camp has a disc golf course, hiking trails, mini golf, volleyball/badminton
court and much more. Questions? Please see me at church or call me at 517-902-6112 or email me
ratuttle69@charter.net. We would love to have you join us

Unity Christian Music

! #‘e}u . K: Festival 2025
Gteven Cul s Chapman
s o - WEDNESDAY Information is now available online —
Ben Fuller or speak to Ruth Tuttle about special

Jason Crabb The Band JAREN X
AUG U ST Eli Gable @25 Totally FREE Show - prices for church groups.

o No ticket needed!

67 89 ° o

Josh Baldwin Terrian
Caleb & John Sean Rodriguez

FRIDAY

St Curtis Chap
\ Rebecca St. James Cochren & Co.
A Seph Schlueter Jamie MacDonald
‘g
| Crowder
S Sidewalk Prophets Andrew Ripp
, Jonathan Traylor Nathan Sheridan
Sk £
- y SPECIAL
éeée&amy C; — ADVANCE PRICES
/ 4 4 OmR%SSLOH Family Passes!
25 yeana! Cimited Trmel DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
Only at Church!
i 1-Day Pass $40 Women'’s Retreat — October 3" — 5t at St

presented by g 3-Day Pass $75 . ]
" » Family Pass $325 Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, Ml
Kids 5 and under FREE!
Extreme games FREE!
Kids activities FREE!


mailto:ratuttle69@charter.net

WOW, big move. Signs are being changed to reflect the move to our Montague Campus. Thanks to John Lloyd for his
help with this.

¢ Will move the shed from the Praise Center to the parsonage. Lawn equipment is needed for the parsonage
and will be put to good use.

Thank you, so much, for the continued efforts to maintain our incredible facility and the many missions it supported.

Montague Campus

¢ We are making moves to the Montague campus. The big move(s) are the Free Store and Gathering. We are
up and running. THANKS so much for all the help. Glen, Jack, Carla, Ward, John Lloyd, Dan Parsons, Bob, Dan’s
friend, Ken Wentworth, Sue Lloyd, Ruth Grenell, Jim Tanis, Karen, Suzanne, Peggy Klune and all the ladies who
sort and run the free store. Almost done with the moves. Now settling into new surroundings is happening.

e Struggling with our new sound system(s). Many of the issues are resolved as work continues. Bob S. and Bob
T. are working hard to find and or prevent lingering issues. It will work. We are getting better and better each
week. We did upgrade our internet access. Bob T. and Bob S. say it works!!! This should help us be more
consistent.

* Some kitchen changes are in the works. We need space to house the Gathering. What an incredible ministry.
The Gathering is up and running at the Montague building and going well. We make adaptations to the
kitchen space as necessary. Thank you all for your patience and understanding in making space for this
ministry. Thanks to all the teams and their efforts to make our kitchen a functioning, clean and busy place.

¢ Wow, building use is skyrocketing. Great to see and participate in this grand process.

e Water and coffee stations are set up. Grief Share and conference room have the two stations from the Praise
Center.

* Pews are removed making way for the pub tables and expanded Praise Service. More to come on this process.
West set of rear pews will be coming out to make room for the remaining pub tables. Folding curtains are
being considered replacing the curtains that came down because of adding the new ceiling. More to come on

« Dan Parsons worked his magic on the ceilings in Welcome Center. Incredible job and thanks to Winberg
Construction for donating all the materials.

¢ Some lighting changes are coming for the Praise Band area and Children’s Pray area. Stay tuned.

e Springis on the way. Gardening, mowing, leaf removal, sprinkler systems, pruning and brush removal are all a
part of what is coming, and help is needed for.

Thanks for all the efforts to all those helping to maintain and improve our facilities. What an incredible group.
Parsonage:

e Some furnace issues were repaired. All else seems well.

What a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many through our ministries and outreach
to our communities. Great to be a part of a community and congregation that makes such a huge difference.

Dick Baerman, Trustee



How Does the Garden Grow?

It’s that time of year again, when we think about the care of our gardens
and grounds around the church buildings. As always, we need a few folks
to help Claire with planting, weeding, and general care of the flower beds,
shrubs, and trees. You don’t need to be a horticulturalist to help! Claire
o — will provide you will all the knowledge,

; # % tools, and materials that you need. You
don’t have to commit to the whole season.
| Just a few hours here at there would make
a big difference. Please check in at the
office if you are willing to help or catch up
| with Claire when she is working out in the parking lots. Thank you!

Nurture Outreach Witness
yah

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO OUR

N/ If you would like to offer your

SPR| NG ‘.'LiNG_% talents for the home-grown concert,
please give Fiona a call in the church

office — the more the merrier!

| Remember, it is not a competition.

Sunday April 27th 2024 8555 Cook Street

4—6pm

N urture )

Potluck Dinner
O utreach (A
W itness with Home Grown Concert

FUTURE DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

Montague, MI 49437

Summer Splash — Church Family picnic with food, games, & fun - Sunday, August 31
Halloween Party for all ages — Friday, October 24t

Halloween Trunk or Treat — Friday October 315t

3" Annual Christmas Tree Festival — December 13t and 14t

VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME

HELP US WELCOME FAMILY, AND FRIENDS OLD AND NEW TO OUR CHURCH!



As the fund begins its yearly time of issuing grants, the fund showed a gain since February 2024. The
Endowment team has voted to provide $5,723 from the fund for grants this year. The total amount
designated to be awarded in grants for 2025 is $10,971 or 5.5% of our February 1st balance of
2025, which was $204,914.92. The $10,971 was divided into 3 categories with each

getting a percentage based on the fund’s bylaws. Trustees were awarded 44% or $4,827, Special
Projects 33% or $3,420, and Special Missions 23% or $2,524.

After allowing groups and teams to apply for grants for a month, the Endowment Team met on
Monday, March 3rd to finalize the awards. This year 14 applications were made, not counting
Trustees, with 13 awards being made.

Special Programs Category

Music Director - Special Music - $ 400

Lay Servant Ministries Finance — Prayer Labyrinth $ 300

71vdd LNAWMOANT

Garden Helper — Memorial Garden $ 200
N.O.W Team — Summer Splash $ 400

White Lake Cares — Gathering - $ 197

Praise Band — Contemporary Music $ 250 @) ,C—} (
S50 N/
Faith Formation — Scholarship & Graduation Gift $ 550 § = A :/
(92]
Faith Formation — Summer Family Camp $ 600 % CZ) \ \\
4 '\

Faith Formation — Woman's Retreat S 723

Total $3,620

Special Mission Category

VIM —Van Rental S 800
Youth Leaders — Youth Trip $ 1,000
VIM —Travel and Tools $724
Total $2,524

This marks the 27th year that grants have been issued from the fund over $172,000 have been awarded to so

many different groups/projects/missions for their efforts. We have a wonderful legacy those first and continuing
contributors along with those forefathers/mothers who dreamed this dream and made it happen had and continue to
have on this church.

In Christ. Tim Todd (Endowment Fund Team Leader)
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%, FINANCIAL TIMES

February 2025 Finance Report

February 2025 Finance Report

February | February | February YTD YTD % YTD
Actual Budget | % of Budget | Actual | Budget | Budget
General Fund Income 32,283.69| 27,826.00 116.02%| 62,859.29| 55,647.00, 112.96%
General Fund Expenses 29,087.73| 28,387.68 102.47% 52,279.58 57,494.00 90.93%
Net General Fund Surplus 3,195.96 10,579.71| -1,847.00
i
General Fund Checkbook Balance 23,740.97

The finance report for February shows that the general fund giving was adequate to cover expenses
with a $3,159 surplus. Giving for the year so far has met expenses with a surplus, although January
tends to be a strong giving month.

Our general fund checkbook balance as of the end of February was $23,740 which is less than enough

to cover 1 month's expenses.

The church is up-to-date on its Ministry Shares obligations.

Men’s Breakfast
Group

Fourth Saturday of the Month
at8a.m.

Please come to enjoy

fellowship with your
friends, and share you
needs, ideas, an
thoughts follow




April Events at a Glance

1t Grief Share class 6pm Room 7
2" Lenten Lunch 12pm at White Lake UMC
Worship Design Team Meeting 2pm Room 7
5t Summer Safety Fair 10am — 12pm at White Lake UMC
6™ Holy Communion served at both 9am and 11am services
NOW Team meeting 12.30pm
7t United Women in Faith meeting 10am Room F
8t Grief Share class 6pm Room 7
9th  Lenten Lunch 12pm at Ferry Memorial
13t Palm/Passion Sunday
15" Grief Share class 6pm Room 7
17" Maundy Thursday service 7pm
18" Good Friday service 7pm
20" Easter Sunday Breakfast 8.30am
Combined Easter Service at 10am
followed by an Easter Egg Hunt
22" Grief Share class 6pm Room 7
25%-26"  District Lay Servant Training in Cadillac Ml
26" Men’s Breakfast 8am
27" Blood pressure checks available after each service
N.O.W. SPRING FLING potluck and concert 4pm
29t Grief Share class 6pm Room 7

White Lake Community
Free Store

Located at 8555 Cook Street Open Thursday 5 - 8 pm

Montague, Ml 49437 Saturdays 11am - 2pm

Donations can be dropped off
Mon to Fri 10am—3.30pm

Bag lunches available on Saturdays at the Free Store
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