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From the Pastor’s desk... 

 Spring is finally here!  The trees and flowers are blooming.  The 

birds are singing.  The sun seems to add just that little extra oomph of 

optimism and energy to our day.  Life is everywhere and that life is 

good!  Jesus promised the disciples after his resurrection at Easter that 

he was going to give them all a gift.  A gift which would help them 

understand all that he had taught them.  This gift would enable them to 

understand his life, his example, and the purpose to which God was 

calling each of them.  This gift is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit, Jesus’ promise to always be with us is fulfilled.  

Through the working of God’s will for Creation in the Holy Spirit, we 

enjoy all the beauty of spring and of all the seasons.  And it is through 

the Holy Spirit that each of us is gifted individually and collectively.  

This gift is each of ours whether we go to church or not, whether we 

are Christians or not.  Whether we recognize and celebrate God’s 

presence amongst us or not! 

And yet, I feel like I want to celebrate!  I want to celebrate all the 

blessings in my personal life and the community in which I am so 

fortunate to serve.  I want to run like a child again in the sun for no 

other reason than that I can.  I give thanks for my family, my friends, 

and the church.  I am thankful for my health, for a night’s rest, and for 

the food on my table.   

I revel in the joy of working alongside my fellow brothers and sisters 

to assist others in need of a helping hand, a kind word, a home cooked 

meal, a card, a video chat, a moment’s prayer. 

I celebrate all these blessings and all those too numerous to list! 

Yes, it is true that our White Lake area faces many challenges in this 

post-COVID pandemic period, the social and political schisms in our 

country and community. Uncertainty with relationships, unresolved 

grief, fearing for the health and safety of ourselves and for those we 

love, but don’t you think it is worth it to just stop for a moment and to 

consider how God has blessed each of us.   

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:revtcd@yahoo.com
http://www.whitelakeumc.com/


 

  

The answers to the problems and challenges we face is found in the 

gifts and blessings God has already provided us.  The answer is to be 

found in the example of Jesus as I discussed earlier.  We too need to 

offer our spirits, our gifts, our graces, our skills, our blessings to one 

another.  When one member of our community suffers, we all suffer.  

When they are unable to live their lives to the potential that God wants 

for them, we all suffer.  What is a spring morning without the flowers 

and trees blooming, birds singing, or the sun shining?  What is God’s 

growing Kingdom without you? 

We are many individual parts of one body . . . we are a community.  

There are so many wonderful ways in which we can share our gifts and 

talents this time of year and become part of something wonderful and 

“bigger than life”.  You can make a difference in someone else’s life in 

their time of need just by getting involved and becoming an active part 

of God’s plan for Creation.  You can find the peace and inner strength 

you need from the gifts and talents of others as you allow them to 

become more a part of your life.  

Christ is Risen! Spring is finally here, and I can see the Holy Spirit at 

work amongst us here at White Lake United Methodist Church. Can 

you?  Are you really looking?  Give it a try!   

God bless! 

 

  

A Note from the Office 
Hello Friends 

Just a quick reminder that the picture directories are available from 
the office, or in the Welcome Centers.  Please take just one per family 
and sign your name to the list so we can keep track of who has got 
them. 

Fiona Dibble 
Deadline for June Newsletter items -  

Wednesday, June 24th, 2023 

Sunday  
Morning 
Services 

 
9:00 am 

Traditional Service 
White Lake UMC 
Montague Campus 
8555 Cook Street 

Montague 
 

11:00 am 
Praise Band Service 

Praise Center 
Of White Lake UMC 

117 S. Division Street 

Whitehall, MI 49461 
 

Church  
Office Hours 

 

Mon 10am – 3.30pm 

Tues 12noon – 3.30pm 

Wed 10am – 3.30pm 

Thurs 10am – 3.30pm 

Fri 10am – 3.30pm 

 

White Lake UMC 

Montague Campus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Prayer Request Card – are available on our Welcome Desk 
in the Welcome Center at both campuses.  Fill it out and 
hand to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings. 
 

➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   

➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor 
postings/updates that many share on the church Facebook page. 

➢ NEW Church Website will have a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through 
that will be monitored and picked up by the pastor. 

➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to 
publish our Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy 
home to use as a guide for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List 
each month. 

➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church 
Office to make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 

➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha 
Tanis at 231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for starting the 
Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer 

at jareyd@aol.com.  We can never have too many folks praying! 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   
 

➢ Please pray for Mary, daughter of Luci and Dale Viles.  Mary is in hospice care in Florida. 
 

➢ Prayers for Becki Goudreau and her family, as they mourn the loss of her daughter-in-law 
Amanda. 
 

➢ Wanda Lee Suits will not have any more cancer treatments for 3 months.  Please continue to 
pray for her. 
      

➢ Continued prayers for Judy Bettendorf after her knee replacement surgery. 
 

➢ Prayers for Bill Street, after his shoulder replacement surgery. 
 

➢ Please pray for Willy Overweg (friend of Ruth Grenell), recovering from a serious accident in 
Florida. 
 

➢ Prayers for Kim Slayton and family after the loss of her mother, who passed away at age 90. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist
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Come One, Come All to the Dirt Dauber Garden Club’s  

Annual Plant Auction 
Tues 6pm on May 23rd  

at the Montague Campus 
White Lake United Methodist Church 

8556 Cook St 
                      Montague MI 49437  

 

VOLUNTEER POSITION VACANT 

Payroll clerk: 

Job description:  
 

• Collect time record documents from employees 
(hired and   contractual) 

• Using payroll software, enter hours worked as 
assigned or pay negotiated by Music Director.   

• Submit payroll for processing 48 hours before 
payday.   

• Occurs every other week.  It takes less than one 
hour.  Can be done at home office with internet, email and 
printer or adobe application.   
 
Training will be provided before July 1. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Sign-up for 
Family Campout 

TODAY! 
 

Information is in 
the Welcome 

Centers 
  

2023 Michigan Conference  
Special Sunday Offerings 

 
January 16th 

Human Relations Day 
March 19th 

UMCOR Sunday 
April 23rd 

Native American Sunday 
May 14th 

Golden Cross Sunday 
June 4th 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
August 20th 

Christian Education Sunday 
September 10th 

Rural Life Sunday 
October 1st 

World Communion Sunday 
October 15th 

Disability Awareness Sunday 
November 26th 

United Methodist Student Sunday 

 



 

 
 

DEDICATED TO MOM’S 
By Jessica Dibble 

This is a dedication to the moms trying their best. 

People stop to judge,  

putting you though the sanity test. 

But what they don’t know  

is the stuff they choose not to see, 

That’s what’s wrong with them, 

 they shouldn’t judge without the full story. 

So, keep your head up, don’t hold on to what they say. 

Hold on tight cos you’re a great mom any day. 

 

‘WHEN I WAS YOUNGER’ 

By Jessica Dibble 

When I was younger, you’d read to me in bed; 

Stories of adventure to fill my head. 

Now I’m grown up  

carrying a weight you don’t understand 

But you still help me through it with a guiding hand. 

I gave you grief, and I gave you trouble; 

If I were a game, you beat that level! 

Because in the end we got through. 

This couldn’t have happened without you. 

Soon I’ll be an adult with adventures of my own 

And I feel that a new person has grown; 

Taken the old me and shown me how to live, 

Now it’s only love I wish to give. 

Thank you for showing me what was right 

And standing by me with this burden I fight. 



May Choir Schedule 
Rehearsals @ 6.00pm 

Wednesday May 3rd, 10th, 17th   
Performance May 21st 

 

 

May Bell Choir Schedule 
Rehearsals @ 7.00pm 

Wednesday May 3rd, 10th 
Performance May 14th  

 

 

Special Music 

 Do you sing?  Play an instrument? 

Then this is for YOU! 
A signup sheet is available in the  

Music Office (Montague Campus),  

or contact Gwen at the number below 
 

 For more information, or to volunteer call 

Music Director (616) 430 2393 

 Church Office (231) 894-5789  

  

The Gathering 

We now have our own Facebook page! 

Come and check it out. 

‘Like’ us, so you can get all the latest news, 

information, and menu details 

 



Health Ministries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Age Well Services have these events coming up soon: - 

Senior Symposium 2023 

June 14th at 8am-2pm (check in from 7.30am) 

At Folkert Community Hub, 640 Seminole Road, Norton Shores 

Presentations include: 

• Dementia Friends: Turn Understanding into Action 

• Palliative Care: A Team Approach to Living with Serious Illness 

• Power of Attorney and Advance Planning: Your Person, Your Plan 

• Predatory Lending and Reverse Mortgages: Protecting Your Future 

• Not Everyone is a Friend: Watching Out for Scams 

 

PROJECT FRESH 
 
If you are a low-income senior citizen over the age of 60 and live in Muskegon or Oceana 
County, this program is for you! 
 
You will receive $25 worth of coupons to spend on fresh Michigan grown produce at your 
local Farmer's Market. Tips on nutrition are also included. 
 
Appointments are required and will be accepted beginning in May; coupon distribution will 
begin in June. To make an appointment or for more information, please call Renee @ 231-
733-8641. 

tel:2317338641
tel:2317338641


 



TOWNHALL MEETING AND POTLUCK DINNER 
 
Don’t know about you, but my family had a fun time at last month’s Townhall/Potluck 
dinner.  It was a good opportunity to meet the Leadership team and ask a few 
questions. What a great spread of food!  Here’s the recipe for one of our favorite 
desserts (thanks Melita!).  Do you have a recipe you’d like to share?  If you missed 
this event, fear not!  We will be having another Townhall/Potluck event in a few 
months.  Watch this space for a date soon. 
 
  

  
Chocolate Eclair Dessert – by Melita Swier 
1 box graham crackers 
2 small packages vanilla instant pudding 
3 c. milk 
16 oz. Cool Whip 
1 tub chocolate frosting 
Break graham crackers into squares and place close together in bottom of 9x13 pan. 
Combine pudding, milk, and Cool Whip in a large bowl. 
Spread half of the mixture over the crackers. 
Put another layer of graham crackers over the pudding mixture. 
Pour and spread the remainder of the pudding mixture over the crackers. 
Top with a final layer of crackers. (If serving a crowd, break the crackers 
into the smallest rectangles and arrange them evenly. This makes it easier to 
cut the dessert when ready to serve.) 
Empty the chocolate frosting into a microwave-safe bowl and heat just until 
it is easy to manage. Spread the frosting carefully over the dessert. 
 
Important: Refrigerate undisturbed for at least 10 hours. 
*If you split the crackers and pudding into 3 or 4 layers, it is even better! 

 

 

 

A FRIENDLY NOTICE ABOUT BUILDING SECURITY 

If you are the last one to leave either campus, please switch out the lights and ensure 

ALL the doors are locked.  When small groups are meeting, it is advisable to keep the 

front door locked once you have all arrived.  You never know who is coming in and out 

of the building whilst you are in one of the meeting rooms.  Also, please check in with 

the office on arriving at the Montague campus, so that we know who is present if there 

is an emergency.  Thank you. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
N.O.W. Update 

Fellowship time after service wouldn’t be the same without a cup of  
coffee/juice, and a snack.  Our thanks to those who have faithfully been  
providing these treats.  We have a signup sheet at each of our worship  
sites.  Please consider signing up to help keep things going.  Be it cookies,  
cake, fruit, cheese/crackers, or whatever else you come up with,  
many hands make light work!  If you are unable to manage a Sunday  
morning, perhaps you could donate packs of cookies to be kept for times  
when no one has signed up?   
Thank you all,  
Martha Sadony  N.O.W. Director 
 

 

  

 
The 

Gathering 
Free Meals  

& Good 
Company  

 

Thursdays 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm  

& 
Saturdays  

12:00 – 1:00 pm 
 
 

Meals take place at 
The Praise Center 

of White Lake  
UMC 

117 S. Division St. 
Whitehall, MI 

49461  
 

If you are 
interested in 

volunteering to 
help with meals, 

please contact the 
church office at  
231-894-5789. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Faith Formation 

Church community is built in small groups!  It’s the best way of getting to 
know your brothers and sister in Christ, as well as learning more about 
yourself, and your faith.  We have several Bible study groups, with new 
studies beginning after Easter.  We have music ministries that are always 
ready to welcome new friends. Which one will you join?  Do we need to start 
something new?  Do you have an idea for an activity that would attract 
others into fellowship with us?  Speak to Ruth Tuttle or Pastor Tim. 
Help us to build up the Body of Christ, right here at White Lake UMC. 



Next meeting: - Monday, May 1st 10am 
At the Montague Campus 

DURING MAY WE ARE COLLECTING BABY WIPES, TOILET PAPER 

AND LAUNDRY DETERGENT FOR THE FREE STORE!  THESE ARE 

ALL IN VERY SHORT SUPPLY SO HELP IF YOU CAN. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our YARD SALE is scheduled to take place on SATURDAY, JULY 8TH. More details to come. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Prayer shawls are in the Welcome Center of the Montague Campus, and the Narthex of the Praise 

Center.  We invite anyone who is planning to visit someone who is sick, grieving, or in some way in 

need of a little extra love, to take a prayer shawl to them.  Please enter your name and the name of 

the recipient in the book.  This helps us to follow up with prayer, and to ensure we don’t double up 

on each other’s gifts! 

We are always in need of more prayer shawls.  If you can knit, crochet, or sew, here’s a simple way 

to take part in an important ministry of our church. 

Thank you. 

 

On behalf of the Funeral Committee,  

we would like to express our appreciation to all those  

who have so willingly helped to provide food for the recent 

 funeral luncheons. We also extend a big thank you to  

those who help with serving and clean up.   

The opportunity this provides for family and friends to gather 

 is an important part of our ministry. Now, we are asking  

that you please check the kitchen at the Montague campus  

to retrieve your dishes.  At this time, we have quite an accumulation  

of dishes needing a home. Thank you for your help.  

Martha Sadony, Martha Tanis, Carole Hanna 

 



Come and Celebrate with us! 

Kayla Dibble’s 

Graduation Open House 

May 20th 2023 2pm – 6pm 

5181 Hancock Street,  

Montague, MI 49437 

(Parking at WLUMC, 8555 Cook Street) 

R.S.V.P. 734 337 3453 

Or email fionadibble@yahoo.com 

 

HELPFUL INFORMATION – from Ruth Fekken 
 

When the federal government declared a Public Health Emergency during COVID-19, States 

had to stop reviewing the eligibility of existing Medicaid beneficiaries for dis enrollment 

purposes on an annual basis. This has allowed 355,000 residents to be enrolled in traditional 

Medicaid, and 367,00 in Health Michigan plan enrollees. The state is going back to pre-

pandemic annual review which could result in people being removed. Many people will 

remain eligible but need to verify eligibility and possibly re-enroll.  

Trinity has a free website that can help people keep or maintain coverage and has a variety 

of resources and tools: www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/Medicaid 

Also, you can contact the state Medicaid office Marketplace Call center 1-800-318-2596 

TTY 1-855-889-4325 

https://newmibridges.michigan.gov 
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WLUMC ENDOWMENT MONTHLY REPORT 

 
As of 3/31/2023 the Fund's value stands at: $149,544.17. 
The Fund gained $3,024.01 during March.   
 

Finally, the March statement reached my mailbox later than normal, but with good news. As I think 
back, the Market had a dreadful start to the month, but made a strong finish to put us on the plus 
side of the ledger for March. 
 

I believe we will continue to see the Market up for one month or two and down similarly.  That being 
said, the Fund continues to be healthy and only awaits that time when the economy rallies for an 
extended period time and thus helps The Fund rally respectfully. 
 

In Christ; Jeff Petersen (Endowment Fund Team Leader) 
(Full report available on the ‘Financial Times’ notice board, Montague campus.) 

 

Trustees Update 
Praise Center: 

• Ceiling/wall repairs will be underway soon. 

• Review for possible solar panel placement is ongoing, along with roof repairs. There will be tree removal of the 
pine tree overhanging the roof. 

• Mowing teams 2023.  Little to no hand mowing is necessary.  The mower is a Simplicity riding mower with 
bagging. Please support our church in this way, contact Jeff Petersen, 231 894-8341. 

• A new streaming camera for the sanctuary is being ordered. 

• Thank you all for your continued efforts to support this building and the incredible ministry there. 
Montague Campus: 

• Alex Hayden is building another computer for the office. The old one is dying fast. Alex is a welcome addition 
to our team of technical folks.   

• Mowing teams 2023.  Jeff Petersen is handling the training and organization for mowing. If you would be able 
to join a team call (231) 894-8341 

• The Solar Project review is ongoing. It seems like a great opportunity to save money and help the environment.  
The Praise Center is included in this project.   

• The new gas meter is installed. We will be planting around the new meter, in the Remembrance Garden, to 
make it more presentable. 

• Claire Schlaff has posted a signup sheet in the Montague Welcome Center for those who wish to be a part of 
this incredible ministry.  There is a display showing the great work she has undertaken for us. Please take the 
time to review this wonderful ministry that Claire has provided over the many years,  

• Our Canopy Project is back underway. We met with Windberg Construction to iron    out our final details. More 
details to come.  

Parsonage: 

• All seems well at the parsonage for now.  What a wonderful thing to have a full parsonage of such wonderful 
people.   

 
We will continue to improve our facilities to enhance our missions to all.  Although more is needed, a huge THANK 
YOU for the financial and personal commitments made. 
 



Dick Baerman 

Meet Your Leadership Team: 
 
Leadership Team Chair – Glen Naghtin (231) 750-6646 gnaghtin@chartermi.net 
Pastor – Tim Dibble    (248) 622-9514 revtcd@yahoo.com  
Lay Leader – Ward Heaton   (231) 750-7956 w.heaton@live.com 
Office Administrator – Fiona Dibble  (248) 622-9497 fionadibble@yahoo.com 
Faith Formation Director – Ruth Tuttle (517) 902 6112 ratuttle69@charter.net 
NOW Director – Martha Sadony  (231) 894 6598 mjspines@aol.com 
Youth Director – Fred Nichols   (231) 894 4716 fredn@bellsouth.net 
Health Ministries – Sherry Kiel   (231) 750.3540 sherry.kiel@gmail.com 
SPRC Chair – Bob Suits    (231) 557-4498 rpsuits@gmail.com 
Treasurer – Carla Heaton    (231) 750 7561 carla.heaton@yahoo.com 
Endowment Team Leader – Jeff Petersen (231) 215 6451 petechops1@yahoo.com 
Trustees/Buildings – Dick Baerman  (815) 370 1824 rdbaerman@gmail.com 
Finance Team Leader  – Steve Welter (231) 670 1702 steve.m.welter@gmail.com 
Gathering Treasurer - Becki Goudreau  (231) 329 0060 rgou57@gmail.com 
Free Store Team Leader – Ruth Grenell (231) 557 2470 jkgrenell@charter.net 
United Women of Faith – Laura Kiel  (231) 670-2328 arknlark@gmail.com 
Worship Team Leader – Lee Suits  (231) 557-3290 leesuits8@gmail.com 
 

We are here to help! 

 
May Events at a Glance:  
1st United Women in Faith 10am at Montague Campus 
5th Picnic with the Pastor 12 noon at Montague Campus 
7th Communion will be celebrated at both the 9am and 11am services. 
8th Acrylic Painting Workshop 2pm at Montague Campus 
12th Picnic with the Pastor 12 noon at Montague Campus 
18th Stewardship Team meeting 11.30am at Montague Campus  
19th Picnic with the Pastor 12 noon at Montague Campus 
20th Graduation Open House for Kayla Dibble 2-6pm at the Parsonage 
23rd Dirt Daubers Auction 6pm at Montague Campus 
26th Picnic with the Pastor 12 noon at Montague Campus 
28th Pentecost Sunday – Communion at 9am and 11am.  Happy Birthday Church!   



Our first picnic is planned for Friday, May 5th at noon.  Everyone welcome!  


