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From the Pastor’s heart… 
     When I was a teenager (many moons ago!), I had my doubts about “The 

Church”.  I had grown up in my parents local United Methodist Church all my 

life, attended Sunday School, sang in the cherub and children’s choir, attended 

the youth fellowship for a time, and generally been in the company of folks 

who were Christians… and yet I had my doubts.  The world that I saw was 

filled with hypocrisy, racial intolerance and bigotry, social and economic 

injustice.  Closer to my home in the village of Vicksburg, Michigan in the 

southwest area of our state in the 1970’s, we were deeply affected by conflicts 

between local government officials and all the mudslinging that comes with it, 

rising gasoline and utility prices with the oil embargo, a sagging automotive 

industry, the accompanying rise in unemployment, and local young men and 

women in our armed forces in harm’s way throughout the world (sound 

familiar?)  And yet amidst all this chaos and my own personal doubts about 

what the Church was, is and is supposed to be, as well as my place in the 

scheme of things, God led me to these faith-filled words from the Old 

Testament: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-6 (NIV) Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, 

the LORD is one.  Love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength. These 

commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 

     

Now this made sense to me!  God is God.  One God who deserves all our love, 

praise and worship.  One God who unites us one with Him and one with each 

other.  One God whose message is for everyone . . . yes, I said everyone.  Male 

or female.  Rich or poor.  Old or young.  Whatever our ethnic 

background.  Whatever our political affiliation.  Whatever our economic or 

social status. The Lord our God, the Lord is ONE. 

     One God who can unite all the world . . . all his children in an eternal 

common purpose.  One God who can lead us from doubt to faith.  One God in 

whom we can find the security and safety that we all need and want for those 

we love.  One God who loves us so much that the keys to his kingdom are 

within our grasp; The very criteria that can solve all the world’s problems, 

doubts, struggles, and injustices if we all will simply agree to these two 

commandments: 
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Matthew 22:36b-40 (NIV) “‘Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This 

is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like 

it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments." 

 

      Putting God first in our lives and loving one another without reservation 

is all the world needs to heal itself of all the chaos in which we are 

embroiled.  The answer is the same now as it has always been.  It doesn’t 

matter what “style” of worship we employ.  It doesn’t matter what time we 

have worship services or even if we have one or two services.  It doesn’t 

matter if we like to find God in the stillness of our prayers or the joyous 

sounds of a stadium filled with praising God in shouts of praise and 

song.  What matters is that we get our priorities right – above all else, 

God.  In learning and sharing with God in love, we learn to love one another 

more fully, openly, and unreservedly.  When we become closer to being one 

with God, we open the doors of opportunity to live and love our neighbors, 

near and far, regardless of our differences. 
 

     Now wait a minute . . . time for a reality check.  Remember that “The 

Church” consists of human beings who are not perfect.  We make 

mistakes.  Despite God warning us repeatedly, we judge others by standards 

we ourselves cannot live up too.  We are sinners.  All of us.  We are 

different.  All of us.  We must find the love of Christ in our own hearts 

before we can find it in others. All of us.  We need to learn to see one 

another as God sees us.  All the apparent diversity of people, cultures, 

languages come from the same source.  The Lord our God, the Lord is 

one.  The closer we come to being one with God the closer we can become 

to being one with God and each other.  
 

Still have your doubts?  Join the club.  Still looking for something perfect 

and untarnished to spiritually cling to in this desperate world?  Join the 

club.  Still trying to find a place where folks are trying, or at least making an 

honest attempt, to live in love with God and each other?  Join a 

church…join White Lake United Methodist Church and our many and 

varied opportunities to share the Love of Christ!  Already a member?  Get 

involved! Will you find it perfect – no.  Will you find it still suffering from 

the sin and chaos of the world – yes.  Ah, but you can find hope by joining 

with a group of others on the journey, the quest, for the unity from which all 

diversity comes – God.  If you look hard enough, with the love of God in 

your hearts, I believe that you will find that the answers you have sought 

have been right in front of you the whole time.  Join me on this journey of 

love, mercy, and forgiveness.  

God bless!                              

   
 

Vision 
Statement 

Worship God 

Follow Jesus 

Love and Serve All 

 

Sunday  
Morning 
Services 

 
9:00 am 

Traditional Service 
White Lake UMC 
Montague Campus 
8555 Cook Street 

Montague 
 

11:00 am 
Praise Band Service 

Praise Center 
Of White Lake UMC 

117 S. Division Street 

Whitehall, MI 49461 
 

Church  
Office Hours 

 

Mon 10am – 3.30pm 

Tues 12noon – 3.30pm 

Wed 10am – 3.30pm 

Thurs 10am – 3.30pm 

Fri 10am – 3.30pm 

 

White Lake UMC 

Montague Campus 

 

 
 



         

Prayer Request Card – are available on our Welcome Desk 
in the Welcome Center at both campuses.  Fill it out and 
hand to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings. 
 

➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page   (https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   
➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates 

that many share on the church Facebook page. 
➢ NEW Church Website will have a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be 

monitored and picked up by the pastor. 
➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to publish our 

Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide 
for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List each month. 
➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church Office to 

make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 
➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at 

231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for 
starting the Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com.  We can 

never have too many folks praying! 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

➢ Prayers for Bob and Lee Suits. 
➢ Prayers for Rebekah Hayden who continues to struggle with her health. 
➢ Continued prayers for Pat Klotz nephew, Matthew as he continues treatment for cancer. 

Please pray for him and the whole family. 
➢ Prayers for Ron Farmer who is undergoing treatment for esophageal cancer. 
➢ Pray for the 14-year-old nephew of Tracy and Randy Bass, Kai who is recovering from 

heart surgery.  Projected to be in the hospital for 3-6 months.  
➢ David Peter has had serious surgery to correct an unsuccessful ankle surgery. David is 

facing 2 months of recovery. Prayers for him and the family. 
➢ Sandra Bylsma had serious neck surgery on April 17th. Prayers for her recovery and 

ongoing treatment. 
➢ Sue Petersen, who is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 
➢ The parents of Mary Warnock, who are recovering after a fall.   
➢ Also, Mary’s friend Sylvia needs our prayers. 
➢ Jan Helm’s great granddaughter Lily (almost 2 years) was in DeVos Children’s hospital in 

Grand Rapids with RSV and Flu.  She is now home, and we pray for her continued 
recovery. 
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SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC  2024 
 
May 12th   Choir 
May 19th  Bell Choir 
May 26th     Gwenneth Bean 

 
June 2nd     Communion 
June 9th      Kevin Munson 
June 16th     Clay Cudney 
June 23rd     Tim Todd & Jim Brown 
June 30th     Ward Heaton 

 

2024 Michigan 
Conference  

Special Sunday 
Offerings 

 
January 14th 

Human Relations Day 
March 10th 

UMCOR Sunday 
April 14th 

Native American Sunday 
May 12th 

Golden Cross Sunday 
May 26th 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
August 25th 

Christian Education Sunday 
September 8th 

Rural Life Sunday 
October 6th 

World Communion Sunday 
October 13th 

Disability Awareness Sunday 
November 24th 

United Methodist Student 
Sunday 

 



 

 
COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP TIME AFTER SERVICES AT THE MONTAGE CAMPUS! 

 
We have had a great crew for four months of 2024 who have done our 
treats/coffee after services at the Montague Campus! 
 
For the next 4 months we would love to have some new people sign up to serve 
the coffee and offer cookies, etc.! 
 
If you could offer to help, please contact Barb Lloyd at 894-2543 for one Sunday 
a month for the 4 summer months, June through September. You can choose the first, second, third or 
fourth Sunday which means that on that Sunday each month you would "do" the Coffee Fellowship Time.  
 
Let's continue this great tradition for summertime! Thank you! 

 

 

                                  
                                  
                                   
                                 

                                 
                              
                                

                         
                                 

                                     
                                
                                 

              



    

 

 

 

 

SUMMER CHURCH FAMILY CAMPING - August 2 - August 7 

We still have a couple of open spots for our summer church family campout at Lake Michigan Camp 

and Retreat on beautiful Lake Michigan, just south of Pentwater.  You have a choice of a log cabin, a 

platform tent, or a regular RV/tent site.  You can choose to camp for just the weekend or all six days. 

 For more information or to sign up, please check the information found on the Welcome desk at 

both campuses. 

UNITY August 8 – 10th 

Purchase tickets for Unity through our church and you get a discounted price.  Our church order 

needs to be turned in by the end of May.  If you like contemporary Christian music and have never 

been to Unity, this would be a great summer to check it out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat September 27th – 30th.  

Ladies, it’s time to sign up for our Annual Women’s Retreat.  I’m sure those of you who 

attended last year remember what a blessed, relaxed, and fun time we shared last year. 

For more details or information please contact Ruth Tuttle or call in at the church office.  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Next meeting: - April 8th, 2024, at 10am 

At the Montague Campus 

Did you know that ALL women and girls in the United Methodist Church 

are members of the United Women in Faith?  All pastors are members 

too!  The UWF is here to raise awareness of justice issues, as well as 

raising funds to support those working to help women and children here in 

the U.S. and around the world.  You can be a part of this great work too.  

Come along and find out more. 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Youth Group 
at T   P a    C nt   

 unday  f  m 4 – 6 m  
(unl     t   w     tat d) 

 

Think Summer!  Think Summer!  Think Summer! 

Well, our youth are, and we think it is going to be wonderful.  We are currently laying 

out the plans.  We know we are taking a trip for a few days, most likely in June, but 

details are still being worked out.  (You know, those pesky little things like cost, how 

many people, lodging etc.)  Of course, every trip we take has mission, history, and fun all 

linked together.  More info on that later! 

We also have local missions planned. 

In April we had another successful lock-in at the Praise Center.  Success is another way 

of saying more bonding, more learning, NO SLEEP, games, lots of food, and nobody 

getting hurt. 

On a great note, when we asked our youth during Saturday breakfast “where did you 

see God during the lock-in?” All the answers given were about seeing God in each other. 

Wonderful! Wonderful! Wonderful!  

How good it is when we can see the blessings of God in 

each other.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Stay tuned for next month’s youth news. 

Fred, Ilene, and Jim 

 

 

 

  



  
SUMMER SPLASH 

 Watch this space for details of 
our upcoming late summer event. 

 
 

 
 

 

SPRING FLING 
We had a wonderful time as a church family on April 14th.  Our Leadership team gave a report at the 
Townhall meeting, with an opportunity to ask questions (see Leadership Update on following pages). 
We had a delicious potluck dinner.  Thanks to all who contributed food, set up, and cleared up!  After 
dinner we had a fun time listening to our own folks share their talents.  From Jakob Dibble (12 years 
old) to June Schemlzer (I’m too polite to ask her age), and many inbetween, we listened to poems, 
songs, stories, music, and more.  Thanks to Sue Lloyd for introductions and knock-knock jokes to 
keep the program moving along.  Thanks to each and ever performer who shared with us.  What a 
talented bunch!  A good time was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your Calendars 

We will be taking part in the Chamber of Commerce event  

‘Feet on the Street’ 

Sunday, June 2nd – 2 – 7pm 

North Mears Promenade in Whitehall 

A fun kick-off to the summer for the whole family! 

 



Your leadership team wants to keep 

our congregation informed, so here is 

a summary of my presentation at 

April’s Town Hall meeting. 

 

We are an active and engaged congregation, providing many opportunities for spiritual growth for those 

within our church family and service to those beyond it.  While we offer many programs, the most extensive 

and successful are at the Whitehall campus; the Free Store and The Gathering, our free meal offering.  They 

are now each their own 501C3 non-profits, independent from the church, as was always the plan.  This 

independence from the church broadens what grants are available for their support.  Currently, we house 

them and largely support and administer them.   We are achieving an ever-increasing profile in the 

communities we serve, largely because of these programs.   

Your church leadership views The Praise Center as our Mission Site.   This is a very Methodist thing to do, as 

historically Methodism has always addressed social issues through community outreach and service, fulfilling 

human needs, and offering worship and fellowship.   

Our goal, our calling, both as part of the Great Commission and as the vision statement of the UMC, is to 

make disciples.   We are accomplishing that.  The eight new members who joined us on Easter Sunday are a 

testament to this as some of these members started out as recipients of our outreach and are now serving 

the needs of others.  We are growing the Church in both senses! 

Historically and statistically, it takes 100 - 120 attending members to support a full-time ordained pastor and 

the programs, ministries, and physical plant of a church.  We have recently seen an increase in attendance at 

both services.  Comparing the first quarter of this year to last year’s first quarter, we are averaging 12 more 

participants in Sunday worship; a 13% increase.  Comparing the three weeks after Easter year-to-year, we 

are experiencing a 21% increase over 2023 with 119 people in worship each Sunday.  We are exceptional, in 

that we are supporting the pastor, the staff, and maintaining two facilities for the programming we feel 

called to provide.  Kudos to us all for this vision, commitment, and generosity.  The future is looking good! 

Some exciting plans for this year are a summer community picnic, expansion of our Family Camp, and a 

second annual Women’s Retreat.   Our Endowment Fund has awarded grants to all three of these programs 

as part of the over $10,000 dollars it was able to award this year. 

On the financial front, we are better off than we were a year ago.  Thanks to the congregation’s generous 

response to our needs, we ended 2023 in the black.  We ended January 2024 with an even larger fund 

balance.  Unfortunately, the past two months we have spent more than we’ve taken in, ending the first 

quarter in a slight deficit.   

While we seem to be doing well at managing ongoing costs and programs, we would like to build a cash 

reserve of several thousand dollars, up to one month’s expenses, so we face money crises and the need for 

pleas to our membership less often.  This is difficult when we can’t consistently manage our current budget 

expenses, but we remain optimistic that we can achieve this goal this year.   

The larger challenge is our long-term maintenance needs.   



There are several items on this list that our trustees’ team have cited as major needs to be addressed within 

the next 5 to 6 years.  Most of the projects and expense is roof maintenance, including replacement of some 

sections.  The most pressing need is a large section of roof on the original structure at The Praise Center at 

an estimated cost of $25,000. 

Maintaining our buildings is critical to offering the ministries that we do.  The total estimated cost for all 

these items is roughly $300,000, an imposing figure.  To put this amount in perspective, it is the annual 

budget that we fund every year.   

Rather than addressing the total amount as a goal, we are stating it as needing $50,000 a year for the next 6 

years, above and beyond our general operating budget.  To begin, we are reinstituting our long-term 

maintenance fund.  We would ask that you prayerfully consider what you feel moved to and are able to 

donate to this fund beyond your planned or usual general fund giving.  

In addition to this, we have been discussing Ideas for fund raising and would welcome input from all of you. 

For more information, questions, or suggestions please contact the church office or any member of the 

Leadership Team.  If that individual does not have the answer, they can at least guide you to a member who 

should. 

 Ward Heaton – WLUMC Lay Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WLUMC ENDOWMENT MONTHLY REPORT 

MARCH 2024 
            

 
  Beginning Balance (3/1/2024)           $190,164.05 
  Dividend Income           292.02 
  Disbursements (Grants)                - 4,000.00   

Change in Market Value             3,267.55 
  Ending Value               $189,729.62 
 
As we continue through our distribution season of this year’s grants, it should be recognized that the fund continues 
to flourish.  $4,000 was withdrawn from the fund to cover those grants that requested payment. At the same time the 
fund earned $298.02 in dividend earnings and $3,267.55 due to the market value of our stock changing.  Thus, at the 
end of March, the fund shows a closing balance value of $189.792.62.  This is only slightly down from our beginning 
value on March 1st.   
 
Thank you to all who have shown such great faith with this most wonderful vehicle.  As it continues to grow, it means 
more and more capital for grants in the coming years.  With God’s guidance and your continuing prayers, I’m sure our 
fund’s future is bright. 
 
In Christ. Jeff Petersen  
(Endowment Fund Team Leader) 
 
 
 



 
Next Blood Pressure Checks 

Sunday, May 19th, 2024 (both services)   
Get your blood pressure checked free of charge after church.  

Know Your Numbers! 

 
 
Back in February we had our Age Well Services Acrylic 
Painting Workshop.  This event is for anyone age 60+ and 
was held at our Montague campus.  We have the next 
workshop scheduled for August 19th, so put the date on 
your calendar and plan to spend a relaxing time with us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Praise Center:   

• Reviewing sound booth requirements for camera focus.  Grant from the Endowment 

• team has been approved. Also looking into sound issues that detract from the band’s performance.   

• Some T-loop, hearing aid, issues for our sound system.  Bob Tuttle has a handle on the problem and 
has been working to resolve the issues.    

• The mower is ready for the season. The mowers are ready to perform their magic.  Steve Welter is 
handling volunteers for the mowing crews.  Give him a call if you wish to help. 

• Our pesky leak has returned to the west sanctuary ceiling.  Working on resolving that issue as soon as 
possible.  

• Water usage is increasing.  We are looking for leaks that may add to our water bill. If you see or hear 
water running, please let us know.  Karen Stembol or I know. 

 
Building use continues to grow with opportunities for missions and community involvement. Thank you so 
much for the continued efforts to maintain our incredible facility and the many missions it supports. 
 
Montague Campus: 

• Working on sound system for T Loop issues.  Bob Tuttle is working on the problem. Anyone with need 
for the T loop, hear aid, equipment and is having some issues need to talk to Bob T or myself to make 
sure resolution is found. 

• Work has begun on the gardens.  Lots of help needed and lots of help already working on the gardens.  
New Paw Paw trees are being planted.  Claire Schlaff is working her magic.  New benches for some of 
the garden areas are here.  Claire is waiting for good weather to secure them to the ground in the 
areas identified. 

• Mowers are being readied for the season.  Jeff Petersen will be contacting those of us ready to assist 
in maintaining the lawns.   

  
Thanks for the efforts of all those helping to maintain and improve our facilities.  What an incredible group. 
 
Parsonage: 

• We will need some help with leaves and their removal from the lawns. Considerable limbs and such 
will need to be removed as well.  Will request help and a time, once the snow is gone, to get this stuff 
done. 

• Some issues with the bathroom are being resolved with John Lloyd’s help.  Thanks, John, for jumping 
in. 

• The garage door has been repaired. An assist cable was broken so the door couldn’t be used for a bit.  
Repaired now and working fine. 

 
What a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many through our ministries and 
outreach to our communities.  Great to be a part of a community and congregation that makes such a huge 
difference. 
 
Dick Baerman, Trustee 



 

 
 

 
 
March 2024 Finance Report 

The March 2024 Finance Report below appears to show that the church is in a better financial position than it 
was in February.  However, the above is due to strategic decisions, such as not paying March Ministry Shares, 
that the Treasurer had to make to cover payroll at the beginning of April.  In general, we are still operating hand-
to-mouth. 

 

March 2024 Finance Report 
  March Percentage of 

  2024 March Budget 

      

Designated Funds Income 3,987.12   

      

General Fund Income 25,094.60 95.09% 

General Fund Expenses 19,582.40 59.52% 

      

General Fund Checkbook Balance 4,502.60   

      

March Income Budget 26,389.50   

March Expense Budget 32,898.99   

 

 

Deadline for the June newsletter 

May 24th, 2024 

 
 

A big thank you to Rebekah Hayden who helped with cleaning up the 
Welcome Desk and mailboxes recently.  A bit of office Spring cleaning to do 
next! 

 



May Events at a Glance  

4th  UWF District Spring Fling (UM Community House, Grand Rapids) 9.30am – 1pm 
5th  Communion Sunday – Holy Communion served at both services. 
6th United Women in Faith meeting (Montague) at 6pm – service of Prayer and Self-Denial 
8th Worship Design Team meeting (Montague) 12 noon 
11th  Leadership Team meeting (Montague) 10am 
12th  Mother’s Day  

Special Offering – Golden Cross Sunday 
13th Monday Movie Night – The Swimmers 6pm at Montague campus 
19th  Blood Pressure Checks after service at each campus 
26th  Peace with Justice Sunday (special offering)  

UWF Sunday – guest preacher Pastor Michelle Vallier  
27th  Memorial Day 
29th to June 1st Annual Conference of the Michigan UMC 
2nd N.O.W. at Feet on the Street (Chamber event) 2- 7pm 

  

 


