
 From the Pastor’s Desk   

Spring is here and summer is just around the corner . . . Hallelujah!   

After the self-examination of Lent and the resurrection joy of 
Easter my faith focus calls me outward much as the warming 
weather, blooming flowers, budding trees, and the sounds of lawn 
mowers call me outside into the emergent wonder of God’s blessed 
Creation here in our White Lake area.  I am, and I hope you are as 
well, looking forward to the wonderful opportunities in which we 
may share God’s compassion, charity and love.   

In the few days following Easter morning, Jesus appeared to 
the disciples calling them to the ministry of new birth in which they 
might join him in true resurrection, united by the Holy Spirit, and 
transformed into his body still incarnate on earth until Jesus returns 
one day.  This call to share the miracle of Christ’s Gospel has been 
passed down through the sacred traditions of our faith to us.   

As the coming days and weeks begin to fill with the tasks, 
programs, celebrations, and activities of summer may we ever be 
kept mindful of why we are so busy and never lose sight of whom 
we are . . . disciples of Jesus Christ.  May we experience the joy, 
confidence and power that will enable our witness and bring more 
of our neighbors into a personal relationship with their Lord.  May 
we reason through the tasks ahead of us . . . pacing ourselves, 
examining and planning together, relying on one another and 
joining together as one voice . . .  one mission . . . one family.   

We are entering into exciting days, weeks and months as we 
continue to grow in numbers, mission and outreach, and most 
importantly in faith!  Let us keep in our hearts, minds and spirits 
Jesus first and last and everything in 

between.  Then and only then will all our efforts be truly blessed and in 
God’s will.  God Bless! 



 

   
 

Deadline for the June newsletter  
Friday May 23rd, 2025 

 

 

Now that all our ministries are all under one roof, it is 
important to book your meeting space with the office.  
There is room at the inn, but we need to avoid double 
booking ourselves.  Thank you! 

 

 



Prayer Request Card – are available on our Welcome Desk in 
the Welcome Center at both campuses.  Fill it out and hand 
to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings. 
 
➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page   

(https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   
➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates 

that many share on the church Facebook page. 
➢ NEW Church Website has a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be monitored 

and picked up by the pastor. 
➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to publish our 

Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide 
for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List each month. 
➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church Office to 

make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 
➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at 

231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for 
starting the Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com.  We can 

never have too many folks praying! 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

➢ Prayers for Ken Wolfe who is in Muskegon hospital with Sepsis.   
➢ Peggy Clune is asking for prayers for Frank Sundquist. He has cancer of the esophagus, 

stomach and bladder. He is receiving palliative care. 
➢ Pam LaBounty is having a painful flare-up of PMR (polymyalgia rheumatica).  Nothing 

shows on the outside, but inside all her muscles and joints are 
extremely inflamed.  She is trying to rest (which is not in her nature).  Please pray for 
her rapid recovery. 

 

Rita VanDyke sends thanks to all who have been praying for her brother, Joe.  After two months in 
the hospital, he is now out and recovering well.  Thank you! 

Alaina Eilers 
214 Wadsworth Street 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
 
Hello Church Family! 
I’m writing you an update on my life in Traverse City.  I just started a full-time job as a design 
consultant with a furniture company here.  I’m loving it so far!  My boyfriend, Caleb, and I have been 
fortunate to have found a church to attend here.  The Central United Methodist church has been very 
welcoming, and we love that it is within walking distance from our house.  Looking forward to seeing 
everyone at Easter!  
Love Alaina Eilers. 



 

 

 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” John 11: 25-26, NRSVUE 

The Easter Season is a time of 
celebrating all the ways in which 
resurrection is possible in our 
lives. We can be in need of rising 
out of the depth of imprisonment, 
addiction, poverty, illness, and 
oppression — not just physically 
and literally, but also spiritually. 
What keeps us locked up inside? 
What holds us back from the joy 
of life? What binds us, keeping us 
from the fullness of who God 
created us to be? Join us for 
powerful testimonies of courage, kindness, strength, and overcoming 
— Resurrection Stories — from those who have found “resurrection” in 
their lives. It might just inspire you to unlock your own rising up! 

 
 

Now is the time to let Gwen know if you would like to offer 
special music through the summer months.  You can offer 
music for one or both services.  Call 616-430-2393, or the 
church office to volunteer. 

Choral Joy and Praise Ringers will be back in September.  A big thank you to all the 
singers and ringers who brought their music to our worship over the past months. 

 



Lay Servant training courses are designed to help ordinary 
folks improve their effectiveness in many different areas of 
mission and church life.  Everyone begins with the basic 
course which helps you to explore your own spiritual gifts and 
call to ministry.  After this, there’s a wide variety of other 
classes.  Some work towards becoming Lay Speakers, others 
offer training in leading Bible study, teaching, and leading 
small groups.  Yet more are focused on caring ministries, or 

personal worship and prayer life. Training of this kind can increase your confidence and your 
effectiveness as we serve the church and our communities. There is always something new to learn.  
If you would like to know more, drop in at the church office.   
 
Congratulations to Ward Heaton who completed the Basic Lay Servant course at this past weekend’s 
training event.  Also, to Ken Wentworth and me, who completed the course ‘Life Together in the 
Connection: UM Polity’.  We had a good weekend of learning, fellowship, and worship. 

 

 

 

 

The Journey of Life – The Building of a Labyrinth 
The use of labyrinths in Christian practices has a 
history that dates to the 4th century. Early Christian 
labyrinths were found in places like the Basilica of St. 
Reparatus in Algeria, which featured the words 
“Sancta Ecclesia” (Holy Church) in the center, 
emphasizing their Christian significance. As 
Christianity spread, labyrinths became more 
prevalent in churches and cathedrals, serving as 
powerful tools for spiritual contemplation and prayer. 
A defining feature of Christian labyrinths is their 

design, often following the medieval pattern that originated with the Chartres Cathedral labyrinth. 
This design features a single, winding path that leads to the center, symbolizing the journey of the 
Christian life. It became a substitute for pilgrimages to Jerusalem, allowing individuals to embark on a 
symbolic spiritual journey within the confines of their own community. 



The spiritual significance of labyrinth walking in the 
Christian tradition is profound. Walking the 
labyrinth is seen as a form of active meditation, 
offering a physical representation of the spiritual 
journey. The twists and turns of the labyrinth mirror 
the challenges and obstacles one encounters in life, 
while the path leading to the center represents the 
ultimate goal of union with God. By engaging in this 
practice, individuals can experience a deep sense of 
connection, introspection, and spiritual 
transformation. 

Over the past few weeks, a small group of us has set 
about the task of creating a prayer labyrinth here at 
White Lake UMC.  The preparation began two years 
ago, and we are now working towards its completion.  
By early May the path will be ready to walk, although 
there will be further additions in weeks to come, 
adding to the beauty of this prayer space.  We will 
have a special dedication of our prayer labyrinth soon.  

 

 

Thank you to all who have taken part in this process.  
Thanks to Western Waters District UMC and White 
Lake UMC Endowment Team for the grants to make it 
happen.  Thanks to Kyle Morningstar who laid the 
base, and to Alex Hayden for designing and measuring 
the layout.   

 

 

Finally, thanks to those who have helped to lay the path 
itself – Jakob Dibble, Rebekah, Malakai, & Flynn Hayden, 
Ward Heaton, Ken Wentworth, and Bob Tuttle, Tom 
Hinken, and Dick Baerman for clearing the branches and 
debris from the area.   



During March I (Fred) was in Virginia, so several plans with our youth were tabled.  However, they 
did go to Muskegon to watch the movie ‘The Last Supper’ and had follow -up discussion about the 
movie.  It was made by the same people who made the movie “God is Not Dead!” 

In April our youth attended the special Good Friday presentation, 
followed by some discussion, a trip to Walmart and a lock-in at 
church.  They cooked their own breakfast the following morning.  
They also cleared and cleaned the small kitchen down by the 
youth room.  Busy, busy, busy! 

This past week we had our first 
yard work assignment.  We look 
forward to more now that the 
weather has improved. 

In short ……. Our youth are well 
and active.  We thank our 
church family and most of all 
God for our group, and all your 
support. 

The Youth Team 

 

 
Next Meeting 

Saturday, May 24th 
8am – 10am 

 
 



Did you know that ALL women and girls in the United Methodist 
Church are members of the United Women in Faith?  All pastors are 
members too!  
Next meeting is on Monday, June 2nd at 10am.   
 

 
 

All women are welcome to attend this 
wonderful opportunity to make friends and 
have fun together.  Bring a dish to pass and 

your favorite game if you wish. 
 
 

 

 
ANNUAL UWF  

YARD SALE 
Our UWF group will be holding their Yard Sale 

on July 11th & 12th. 
We will be collecting donations for sale from 

Monday July 7th to Thursday July 10th. 
Now is the time to have a clear out and let us turn your unwanted items into much 

needed money for mission.  More details to follow but please save the date! 



 

 

Summer Safety Fair – April 5th, 2025 
Congratulations to Kayla Dibble, and the whole Health and 
Wellness team for organizing an excellent event for local 

families.  Around 60 children attended, with accompanying 
adults.  Thanks go to our Montague Fire Service, Servpro, 

YMCA, and The Gun Safety Group, who shared information 
with families about keeping safe during the summer.  Three 

lucky children won cycle helmets in the prize draw.  Everyone 
enjoyed games, crafts, and snacks.  The fire truck was a 

favorite with many youngsters.  
 

 Thanks to all who made the event a success – Kayla Dibble, Sue Lloyd, Sherry 
Kiel, Carole Hanna, Rebekah and Alex Hayden, Jakob Dibble, Malakai Hayden,  

Justice Gruppon, and Fiona Dibble. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Come and share fun and 
fellowship with us at 

family camp.  We have two 
platform tents and two 

RV/tent sites available for 
our group. 

BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW! 

 
 

 
 

Unity Christian Music Festival 2025 
Information is now available online – or speak 
to Ruth Tuttle about special prices for church 

groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

Women’s Retreat – September 26th to 28th  

at St Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Praise Center: 
  

• The shed from the Praise Center will be moved to the parsonage.  Lawn equipment is needed for the 
parsonage and will be put to good use.    We will make this move when the building is sold.  We will need to 
maintain the grass and such.  Steve Welter is handling the people resources we need for mowing and lawn 
maintenance for the Praise Center. 

• Working on maintaining what we have for and in this building.  What wonderful ministry(s) it has provided 
since our merger in 2017.   The elevator is of concern.  We are needing to renew the state license for that 
equipment.  We are asking for counsel from our real estate partners about this certificate. It is quite costly.  
However, not maintaining the existing certification will mean we may lose our ability to maintain the 
equipment as is.  The elevator will not meet existing codes and may have to be brought up to code rather than 
maintaining our existing “Grandfathered” certification.  Stay tuned.                                                                                                                            

 
Thank you, so much, for the continued efforts to maintain our incredible facility and the many missions it supported. 
 
Montague Campus: 
 

• We are making progress with the sound and video systems.  Some electronics have been added to improve 
the system’s performance.  Tom Carson is helping with the sound and video live streams.  Thanks Tom. 

• Continue to make some changes to the sanctuary.  Pews have been removed and small tables from the Praise 
Center and added. 

• Work is being done on the Prayer Walk.  Wow, great work with the added, outside prayer area. 
• Gardens are coming to life and in need of help from any of us willing to roll up a sleeve or two and dig in some 

dirt to support this ministry of a wonderful, visual and environmental masterpiece.  Memorial Garden, Raised 
Garden, Bio Swailes, Fern Garden, Sign Garden, Fruit Garden, Retention Area, East Tree Area, plantings around 
the church building and Playground Area.  All are in need of whatever you can do.  Claire Schlaff continues the 
incredible work in most of these areas.   Sue Lloyd and Ward Heaton have taken on a couple of these areas. 
Thanks to them and thanks to those continuing to work on Memorial and Raised Gardens.   

• Jeff Petersen and Ken Wentworth have taken on the Community Garden, helping Art Keil. A big thanks from 
Art and those utilizing these individual garden spaces.  A huge thanks to Art Keil for his years of taking on this 
huge responsibility for our larger community of gardeners. 

• Ray Schlaff is taking care of the food pantry garden, as always and doing one remarkable job. 
• Mowing crews are being set for the season by Jeff Petersen.  Anyone wishing help can contact Jeff. 

 
Parsonage: 
 

• All seems quiet on this front. 
•  We will need to have a cleanup day for leaves and shrubs.  Stay tuned. 

 
What a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many through our ministries and outreach 
to our communities.  Great to be a part of a community and congregation that makes such a huge difference. 
 
Dick Baerman, Trustee 
 



IMPORTANT REQUEST 
Dear Friends, 
This year I am going to need your help in maintaining the native gardens in 
the front of the church. This includes the gardens within the bioswales and 
the gardens beyond the parking lot toward Hancock and Cook streets. I 
have many other commitments this year, so I will have to significantly 
reduce the amount of time I spend tending to the church native gardens. 
 
I thought it might be helpful for me to suggest some ways that you can 
help me with the native landscape in front of our church in ways that 
won’t feel overwhelming to you. 
 
One person has helped during the past two summers by weeding and 
mulching under four of the yellow birch trees lining the Cook Street entrance that are surrounded by grass. This is a 
commitment throughout the season, but only under those four trees. 
 
Last summer the same person edged the grass along both entrances using the church power edger. 
 
Another person weeded and maintained the flower garden along the east edge of the parking lot, from the Cook 
Street entrance to the northeast corner of the lot. This included weeding the short stone paths between the parking 
lot and the grass that separate this garden into sections. This was a pretty big commitment, which could be split into 
smaller sections if we had more volunteers. 
 
Last week someone volunteered to keep the stone paths weeded this year that go through the Pawpaw grove at the 
north end of the parking lot. This is a great job for people who can "tell the difference between weeds and stones", as 
this person proclaimed! 
 
If you can "tell the difference between weeds and stones", you can choose from two other gardens with stone paths: 
the sign garden or the grove of three chestnut trees! 
 
Right now I could use some help cutting back the dead stems from last year’s plants — in the bioswales, along the 
north edge of the parking lot, and in the sign garden. 
 
I will appreciate any help you can give, whether it be for a short term/seasonal task, or taking responsibility for a small 
patch to call your own throughout the summer season! 
Please call or email me if you would be willing to help. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Claire Schlaff 
schlaffc@gmail.com 
(231) 670-2724 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
NURTURE 

Caring for and encouraging growth or development  

 OUTREACH 
 Showing kindness, compassion, and support to those in need. 

  WITNESS 

   Openly professing one’s faith through words and actions 

Please join me in thanking all who are making this Easter a celebration of life and 
love; from the Thursday Thinkers group, who handcrafted Easter cards for our 
loved ones who can’t always be with us in person, to the singers & musicians, the 
altar adorners, the cooks, and to the ad hoc cleanup crew.  And thank you, Pastor 
Tim, for reminding us, yes, we do believe it!  Amen. 

As current NOW team “captain,” Easter is reminding me that we are truly interconnected. The kind 
of interconnectedness that blurs the distinctions between designated teams until it doesn’t matter 
which team is doing what particularly. All of us WLUMC people, of all ages and talents and abilities, 
participate in this wonderful concept of NOW.  

I invite you to find your niche, live your passion, develop your mission in God’s work through any of 
the teams serving through the WLUMC. In his Ash Wednesday sermon Bishop Bard quoted the 
closing phrase of Mary Oliver’s poem, The Summer Day: Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your 
one wild and precious life? 

The NOW team’s next big project is participating in the White Lake 4th of July Parade, and you can 
get in on the planning and building! Sounds like fun, doesn’t it? First, we need a theme so I’m putting 
a parade float suggestion box on the welcome counter through May to gather your ideas and 
volunteer task desires. The sky’s the limit, well no, there are overhead wires we’ll need to plan 
around…you know what I mean. What shall we tell the White Lake community?  

Peace and love to you all,  
Sue Lloyd  



Easter Celebrations 
A big thank you to everyone who made 

Easter Sunday such a wonderful 
celebration of our Lord’s resurrection! 

Thanks to all who provided for, or 
helped serve our Easter breakfast, and 

the clean-up crew! 

Thanks to the Praise Ringers, Choral 
Joy, musicians, readers, liturgist, and 

Pastor Tim.  Also, a shout out to those 
who serve as ushers, communion 

servers, and who work hard to make 
our altar and sanctuary so beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, thanks to all involved in providing the Easter egg hunt – much enjoyed by kids young and old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WLUMC Endowment Report for March 2025 

          Beginning Balance (02/28/2025)          192,743.66 

          Dividend Income                                              399.08 

          Change in Market Value                            -7,485.32  

          Ending Market Value (03/31/2025)       185,657.42                    

 

The fund lost $ 7,086.24 during March. 

As you probably know the stock market had a rough month. I gained perspective in the following 
excerpt which was taken from the United Methodist Foundation of Michigan Newsletter: 

----- 

During periods of market instability, it is crucial to remain calm and make informed decisions. Panic 
selling is a common reaction, but history shows that maintaining a long-term perspective and staying 
grounded in the core financial strategy often leads to better outcomes. Our investment team 
adheres to this steadiness with a keen eye on the real-time activity of the markets. 

We understand that concerns about a market correction can create uncertainty, but it’s important to 
maintain a long-term perspective. History has shown that markets go through cycles. While short-
term volatility is inevitable, sustained growth is typically realized over time.  

----- 

The endowment fund has gone through times like this during its life. I am certain that we will 
rebound from this given time. 

In Christ, Tim Todd (Endowment Fund Team Leader) 

 



May Events at a Glance  

2nd  Health & Wellness Team meeting Room F 
3rd Western Waters District UWF Spiritual Retreat at White Lake UMC 
4th  Holy Communion served at both 9am and 11am services 
  Native American Awareness Sunday (special offering) 
5th United Women in Faith meeting 10am Room F 
6th  Grief Share class 6pm Room 7 
11th  Mother’s Day 
13th Leadership Team Meeting 1pm Room 7 

Grief Share class 6pm Room 7 
16th  UWF Potluck Dinner/Social 6pm 
18th Blood Pressure Checks after each service 
20th Dirt Daubers Annual Auction 

Grief Share class 6pm Room 7 
24th Men’s Breakfast 8am 
27th  Grief Share class 6pm Room 7 
29th – June 1st Annual Conference 
31st Violin Recital at WLUMC 2.30pm 


