
From the Pastor’s Desk   

Where did the summer go?  For that matter, what happened to all my 

plans?  Isn’t that just like life?  Our days, and weeks, and months are 

all so busy and hectic; filled with gardening, youth soccer, baseball, 

softball, visiting family, taking vacations, working too hard to pay 

for it all, and so much more!  And yet, what have I, and what have 

we, truly accomplished?  What greater purpose has been fulfilled and 

provided our daily lives with meaning and satisfaction?  As 

Christians, have all our activities and efforts led even one more 

neighbor to accept Jesus as their personal savior? 

The summer may be about to be over, but the opportunity to live out 

our callings as faithful disciples remains before us.  The restart of 

both secular and Sunday school heralds a time of new beginnings for 

many of us. How about you?  Where is God calling you to fine tune 

your faith journey?  Where is Jesus inviting you to a deeper 

commitment of your time and resources?  Let’s not let the autumn 

season get away from us.  Let’s focus together on the blessings God 

has and is providing us and explore together in worship, prayer, 

praise, service, and fellowship how we can and will better serve the 

purpose of God’s growing Kingdom. 

Our worship series beginning in September is called “Living the 

Methodist Way”.  Each week we will be exploring what is really 

means to be a United Methodist disciple based upon the Biblical 

doctrines of our faith and our understanding of God and how God’s 

is at work among us.  A good foundation for this exploration is 

Wesley’s saying: 

“Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can, To all the people you can, 

As long as ever you can.” 

Let’s get started on the right track this autumn!  On Sunday, 

September 7th we celebrate “Back to Church Sunday” and the return 



of Kids’ Church (Sunday school) our Bible studies, and our Faith Formation Groups.  Kid’s Church 

will meet between our two worship services beginning at 10:15 a.m. and our Bible studies and Faith 

Formation Groups will meet on various days and times throughout the week...plenty of opportunities 

to fit into your schedule!  Soon our Choral Joy Adult Choir and our Praise Ringers Bell Choir will be 

back with us!  Back to Church Sunday is a great day to encourage someone back to church whom you 

have noticed missing recently.  It is also the perfect occasion to invite someone to join us and share in 

our time of study and worship for the very first time!  September 7th is Back to Church Sunday.  Let’s 

work together to make it a day in which God will be praised and pleased! 

God bless! 
 

 

Deadline for the October newsletter  
Monday, Wednesday, September 24th, 

2025 

 

  



NEW MEMBERS’ LUNCH 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH 

1PM – 3PM – AT THE PARSONAGE 

5181 HANCOCK STREET, MONTAGUE 

Join us at the parsonage for an informal lunch where you can hear 
about what membership of the UMC looks like, how our church is 

structured, and what we believe.  Hear about the missions we are part 
of, and how we care for our church family together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Request Cards – are available on our Welcome Desk 
in the Welcome Center.  Fill it out and hand to Pastor Tim on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
 

➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page   (https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   
➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates 

that many share on the church Facebook page. 
➢ NEW Church Website has a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be monitored 

and picked up by the pastor. 
➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to publish our 

Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide 
for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List each month. 
➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church Office to 

make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 
➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at 

231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for 
starting the Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com.  We can 

never have too many folks praying! 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
➢ Ted Boyden has been diagnosed with liver cancer.  He will begin treatment 

immediately.  Please pray for his comfort and for the best possible outcomes. 
➢ Bill Rafaill’s sister, Nancy Regas, would like to thank you for your prayers. Her surgery 

was successful; all post-surgical tests have been negative. She will not need radiation 
but will undergo hormone treatment for a period. 

➢ Continued prayers for Gwenneth Bean as she heals from her surgery. 
➢ Please continue to pray for Pastor Ann Riegler as she struggles with health problems, 

surgeries, and rehab.  Prayers also for Pastor Mike. 
➢ Linda Allen’s niece’s husband, Mike Harper, has been diagnosed with a rare cancer. 

Please pray for him and his family and for the doctors to know how best to treat him. 
➢ Pray for the Stembol family as they grieve the loss of their brother, Craig.  Prayers for 

the whole family at this sad time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist
mailto:jareyd@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 

Sept. 7 - Communion 

Sept.14 - Ruth Carson 

Sept. 21 – Praise Ringers 

Sept. 28 – Larry Lindquist 

Choral Joy will begin practicing for the new 
season on Wednesday, September 17th at 6pm. 

Praise Ringers are already working hard to 
bring us the sound of beautiful bell music later 
in September. 

Anyone who is interested in participating in 
choir or bell choir should contact Gwen Bean 
(choir), Charlene Lindquist (bells), or the 
church office. 

  



Did you know that ALL women and girls in the United 
Methodist Church are members of the United Women in 
Faith?  All pastors are members too!  
Next meeting is on Monday, August 4th at 10am.   
 

********************************************************************************** 

ANNUAL UWF  
YARD SALE 

A big thank you to everyone who 
helped with the yard sale in any way at 
all.  Many people donated items for 
sale, and we had a great team to set 
up the sale on Thursday evening.  
Special thanks to our youth, who 

showed up to help. An updated total of 
$2,064.10 was raised for the mission of 
the United Women in Faith here at 
White Lake UMC.  Thanks, and 

Blessings to all.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservation forms are available at the Welcome Desk or in the church office. 

Deadline for reservations is Sunday, September 14th 2025. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

WLUMC Endowment Report for July 2025  

Begin. Market Value (06/30/2025)   200,131.26 

Income  

Dividends.                                                     410.04 

Change in Market Value.                           417.90 

Ending Market Value. (07/31/2025) 201,013.20 

 

We had modest gains in July.  Thank you for your continued support of our Endowment Fund. 

In Christ, Tim Todd. 

Endowment Fund Team Leader 

 



 

 

 
NURTURE 

Caring for and encouraging growth or development  

 OUTREACH 
 Showing kindness, compassion, and support to those in need. 

  WITNESS 

   Openly professing one’s faith through words and actions 

                     

Greetings to all of our brothers and sisters in Christ.                                    
 

 

Thank you to all who made our 2025 WLUMC Summer Splash a success! We did indeed have a fun-filled last hurrah 

before school started. Attendance was nearly doubled from 2024.  

Please stop by the NOW table on Back to Church Sunday, September 7 to learn about upcoming planned events and 

how you, yes you, can be involved. We all have some capacity to serve, and we are all needed. Any questions? Please 

contact me, Sue Lloyd, at 231-894-5292 or slloyd6907@charter.net. 



 

Summer Splash! 
Fun for all the Family 

 
 

 



MISSION SUPPORT 
As many of you have already heard, we have a 
large mission team heading to Augusta, 
Georgia this October to assist in long term 
rebuilding efforts after recent storms. 
 
A mission trip is a team effort, and those of us 
remaining at home can take part through our 
prayers, and our financial support. 
 
Here is our first opportunity! 
 
Rachel has created a beautiful painting.  It’s 
covered with envelopes, each with a 

monetary value written on it.  Please select the value you are going to give in support – take the 
envelope off the painting, put your name on it.  Then place your cash or check inside the envelope 
and put it in the offering (or hand it in at the office).  Together we can reveal the painting which will 
be auctioned on a future date.  Let’s all pitch in to bring aid and comfort to our brothers and sisters 
in Georgia.  We can all be part of the team! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gathering free meals program is in desperate need of new team members.  Get together with 
friends to make a team, or come as you are and Steve will help to fit you in to a team.  



 

 

 

 

 

Praise Center 

Thanks to the gang who are keeping the lawns nice.  We need to maintain both internal and external 

parts of our building.  What an incredible building it is.  Jack Grenell, Jeff Petersen, Dave Allen, and 

Steve Welter are due a thank you from all of us. 

There has been some interest in purchasing the building.  We are in the process of answering 

questions about infrastructure and other costs.  Stay tuned. 

Thank you so much for your continued efforts to maintain this great facility. 

Montague 

Gardens are coming to life and in need of help from any of us willing to roll up a sleeve or two and 

dig in some dirt to support this ministry of a wonderful, visual, and environmental masterpiece.  

Memorial garden, raised garden, bio swales, fern garden, sign garden, fruit gardens, retention area, 

east tree area, plantings around the church building and playground area – these are all in need of 

you and whatever you can do to help.  Claire Schlaff is asking for help in a number of these areas.  

We had the Muskegon Area Conservation folks in to spray for invasive plants.  Claire said that it 

seems to be working.  Those of us afflicted with that green thumb and will to help, please contact 

Claire. 

A window was broken in the nursery, but it has been repaired and all is well. 

Thanks to Jack Grenell, we have A/C in the Free Store, and Conference room.  We had some small air 

conditioners donated.  They were installed in those small windows, so have been put to good use. 

We had a small trailer donated.  Look to get it upfitted for church use. 

Parsonage 

It seems quiet on this front.  Working on replacing some fencing at the front.  Fences at the side 

walkout are complete.  Looks great!  Thanks to Glen and Mary.  Great job! 

What a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many through our 

ministries and outreach to the community.  It’s great to be part of a community and congregation 

that makes such a huge difference. 

Dick Baerman, Trustees. 

 



Summer really flew by this year, and our youth have had a very busy time.  Camps, camps, camps 

work projects, fun excursions, helping with The Gathering and other events at the church. 

Now it’s time to start up our Fall season, including starting a new school year, and booking dates for 

some of our activities.  We already have plans!  Some workdays and some just for fun.  More dates 

will be announced later in the year. 

 

1. Youth meetings will be changed after Labor Day weekend.  We will be changing from Sunday 

to Saturday afternoons, 4 – 6pm. 

2. There will be a lock-in on Saturday September 6th, 6pm until Sunday September 7th after 

church. 

3. We will be helping with The Gathering on Monday, Sept 1st (Labor Day). 

4. Of course, you will not want to miss our Italian Mystery Dinner on October 4th.  This will be a 

fundraiser and by reservation only.  More news coming soon! 

 

We thank all who are involved with and supportive of our youth, and we thank God for the 

opportunity to be part of their lives, their energy, insight, and willingness to serve God. 

Till next month 

Youth Team 

 



September Events at a Glance 

 
1st  Labor Day Holiday – Church office closed 
3rd  Worship Design Team meeting 12pm 
5th  Health & Wellness Team meeting 10am 
7th Back to Church Sunday 
  9am Tradition service with Holy Communion 
  10am Fellowship Time 
  10.15am Kid’s Church 
  11am Praise Band service with Holy Communion 
8th UWF meeting 10am 
14th New Members Lunch at the parsonage 1pm 
 Blood Pressure checks available after each service 
21st  Health & Wellness blood pressure checks after both services 
26th – 28th  Women’s Retreat in DeWitt 
Oct 2nd Italian Mystery Dinner – Youth fundraiser 
 

               

We need a few people willing to be trained to run the
Audio  ideo E uipment at our Church.

Please contact Either Bob Tu le:  51    0 -
 115 rctu le mac.com or Bob Suits    1  55 -    
rpsuits gmail.com or Fred Nichols    1     -  1 
Fredn Bellsouth.net.



 


