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From the Pastor’s Desk . . . 
 

Summer is soooooo over...there I have said it!  Fall is in full swing with 
leaves falling, football games being played, and school life back even if in 
a new pattern.  The Christian calendar is about to end on November 26th 
and a new year begins the 1st Sunday in Advent on December 3rd.   
 
Now is as good a time as any to reflect on the state of our church and 
our own personal discipleship.  All Saints Sunday gives us pause to 
remember the faithful legacy we have inherited here at White Lake 
United Methodist Church (WLUMC).  Our Charge Conference on Sunday, 
October 29th was a time to celebrate the Holy Spirit led mission work of 
our church. The questions that I ask you and me are “What is the status 
of my discipleship?  Am I faithfully living out God’s call in my life as I 
promised I would when I became a professing member of Christ’s 
Church?  Is the covenant that I entered into with God as strong as ever 
and the very center of my life and my priorities?”   
 
When you became a member of WLUMC you promised God, your fellow 
members, and yourself that you would be true to your calling to the 
Body of Christ.  You shared in this affirmation: 
 

To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, 
their presence, their gifts, their service, and their witness  

 
Can you still share in this affirmation?  Are you involved in active 
discipleship through the ministries of WLUMC?  Are you being 
challenged by God even now to extend his Kingdom through your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness?  Do you pray for your 
church every day?  Are you there in support of the many and varied 
events of which WLUMC are a part?  Is actively joining in worship a real 
priority in your daily life?  Are you a good and faithful steward of your 
spiritual gifts and financial blessings?  Do you personally and actively 
take part in one or more of the mission and outreach opportunities 
provided through WLUMC?  The goal for every one of us is to be able to 
answer each of these queries with a resounding YES! 
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Each negative response indicates a weakening in the very fabric of the 
diverse tapestry of folks who are WLUMC!  It is not too late to jump 
out in faith for your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  This wonderful 
Christian fellowship we share is full of opportunities both locally and 
in the broader scope of the United Methodist Church.  Where are you 
fitting in God’s plan?  Will you be able to respond along with the 
righteous to Christ at the end of all time; will you be among the sheep 
or the goats? 
 

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  
For when I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.” (Matthew 25:34-36) 

 
The time for commitment is now.  The time to renew your covenant 
with God and each other is now.  The time to get involved is now.  The 
time to fulfill your calling as disciples of the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords is now. 
 
God bless! 

 
 

                                     
 

Vision 

Statement 

Worship God 

Follow Jesus 

Love and Serve All 

 

Sunday  
Morning 
Services 

 
9:00 am 

Traditional Service 
White Lake UMC 
Montague Campus 
8555 Cook Street 

Montague 
 

11:00 am 
Praise Band Service 

Praise Center 
Of White Lake UMC 

117 S. Division Street 

Whitehall, MI 49461 
 

Church  

Office Hours 
 

Mon 10am – 3.30pm 

Tues 12noon – 3.30pm 

Wed 10am – 3.30pm 

Thurs 10am – 3.30pm 

Fri 10am – 3.30pm 

 

White Lake UMC 

Montague Campus 

 

 
 



 
Prayer Request Card – are available on our Welcome Desk 
in the Welcome Center at both campuses.  Fill it out and 
hand to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings. 
 

➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   

➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor 
postings/updates that many share on the church Facebook page. 

➢ NEW Church Website will have a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through 
that will be monitored and picked up by the pastor. 

➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to 
publish our Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy 
home to use as a guide for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List 
each month. 

➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church 
Office to make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 

➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha 
Tanis at 231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for starting the 
Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer 

at jareyd@aol.com.  We can never have too many folks praying! 
 

 

Prayer Chain 
White Lake United Methodist church has a prayer chain that people can contact with prayer 
requests.  There is part of the prayer chain where the prayer requests are passed along by 
phone and part that is sent out by email.  If you would like to join either, you can contact 
Martha Tanis 231 894-8525 or 231 215-8325 or Jan Dyer- jareyd@aol.com.  This is a 
wonderful way to take part in supporting your brothers and sisters in Christ, when they need 
it the most. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:   

➢ David Peters had ankle surgery on Oct 10th and in mid-October he will go into the hospital for 
three days, trying a new heart medication.  

➢ Prayers for Art Kiel that therapy will give him relief from back pain. Art’s brother Wayne who 
has pneumonia and an infection, and for Wayne’s 8-month-old grandson whose heart surgery 
is postponed till November. 

➢ Kay Michael has been moved to Christian Care that is off Sheridan in Muskegon.  This is a rehab 
unit, and she is doing much better. 

➢ Prayers for Marilyn Dillen who is suffering from bursitis in her hip. 
➢ Marilyn Idsinga had a serious fall at the nursing home.  Prayers for her healing. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist
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Come Make a Joyful Noise! 

November choir practice dates – 

November 8 th and 15 th (singing on 26 th) 

Choir  practice is  Wednesday, 6pm, at the Montague Campus.  
New members are always welcome .  Call  Gwen on (616) 430 
2393 for details.   

Bell  Choir  practice wil l  be held on Wednesdays,  November 
1 s t ,  8 t h,  and 15 t h ,  at 7pm, at the Montague campus. New 
ringers are always welcome.  Please contact our bell  choir 
director,  Charlene Lindquist  on 231 893 5025 for more 
information.  

 
 

Join us as we learn more 

 about God and ourselves 

through the story of Scrooge. 

Worship services and Faith 

groups will again focus on a joint 

theme. 

  

 

2023 Michigan Conference  
Special Sunday Offerings 

 
January 16th 

Human Relations Day 
March 19th 

UMCOR Sunday 
April 23rd 

Native American Sunday 
May 14th 

Golden Cross Sunday 
June 11th 

Peace with Justice Sunday 
August 20th 

Christian Education Sunday 
September 10th 

Rural Life Sunday 
October 1st 

World Communion Sunday 
October 15th 

Disability Awareness Sunday 
November 26th 

United Methodist Student Sunday 

 



 
 

 

  

Be Still and Know that I am God. 

What a wonderful and blessed time we had at the St. Francis 

Retreat Center, DeWitt this past month.  We arrived on the 

evening of Tuesday, October 17th and had time to settle into 

our rooms.  Over the next two days we shared meals, walks, 

conversations, and silence as we explored the theme ‘Be still 

and know that I am God’.   

Pastor Anne Riegler led us on a journey, breaking down the 

theme into its parts – Be still and know – Be still – Be.  We 

shared tears and laughter with old friends and new, as we 

studied the scriptures and gave our own testimonies.  We 

worshiped together in word, prayer, and song.  We gave 

ourselves time to be still and let God speak to us in that ‘still 

small voice’ of old. 

The Retreat center grounds were a beautiful backdrop of 

Fall colors, and most were enticed out to walk in the natural beauty of our surroundings. 

 

Many thanks to all who worked so hard to make this event happen! 

Our next retreat will be on September 27th – 29th 2023. 



Worship News  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 



DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 

CHRISTMAS PARADE FLOAT - Sat Dec 2nd – White Lake area 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL – Dec 8 – 9th - Montague Campus 

BRUNCH WITH SANTA - Dec 16th - Praise Center 

Sign up to host our Fellowship time after the 9am 

service. (sign up sheet is on the Welcome desk).  

Donations of cookies or treats are great too. The 

holiday season often brings visitors through our 

doors.  Let’s be sure to make them welcome! 

 
Christmas is a busy time for all, and especially for those involved in their church.  The festive 
season is the best time for us to reach out to our community and connect with our neighbors.  
Here’s a few ways you can help: 
 
Volunteer to help build our parade float, or to help at the 
parade itself.  We will need able bodied folks to walk alongside 
the float and pass out our information and candy.  Others can 
ride on the float.  Financial contributions are also welcomed, 
especially towards the cost of mini candy canes to be handed 
out during the parade.  Call in at the office to see how you can 
help!  It will be lots of fun!  
 
Our First Annual Christmas Tree festival (Dec 8th-9th) is a big opportunity for us to join this 
community and share the joy of the season.  Local businesses, non-profits, and community-

based groups, and individuals are invited to 
decorate a tree at the festival (for a fee of 
$20 to raise funds for missions here at 
WLUMC).  It is also hoped that groups 
within our church will contribute with a 
decorated tree that reflects the group it 
represents.  We will have a bake sale, 
photos with Santa, kids’ activity table, and 
live music shared throughout the festival.  
We will need church folk to help as guides, 
to welcome visitors to the event.  Word of 
mouth will be our best advertisement, so we 

can all help by inviting our friends, family, and neighbors. 
 
On December 16th we will be offering ‘Brunch with Santa’ in conjunction with The Gathering, 
at the Praise Center.  Come and enjoy a pancake brunch. Bring your kids, your grandkids, 
and your neighbors’ kids to meet the jolliest guy around!  This event, as all Gathering meals, 
is free, although donations are welcomed. 
 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR  

SPREADING CHRISTMAS JOY! 
 
 
WHITE LAKE GIVING TREE – Organized by St Peter’s 
Catholic Church.  Every year the project has provided 
food and gifts to many families in need who live in the 
Whitehall and Montague school districts (including 
Rothbury and Twin Lake).  You are invited to join the 
many generous individuals and organizations who 
participate in the immense effort to spread joy and hope 
to members in our community.   
 
Here at White Lake UMC we will be adopting 4 families 
(2 at each campus).  There will be gift tags on a tree in each welcome center.  Grab a tag!  
And return the unwrapped gift by November 19th.  Monetary gifts towards the purchase of 
food are needed too.  Delivery of gifts will take place on December 9th.  Please pray for this 
project and help wherever you can. 
 

 

 
Our Free Store seeks to support our customers with 

some extra help at Christmas.  We will be collecting items for 
our clients to give to family and friends. We are collecting new 

books for all ages, baby rattles, bibs and blankets, flashlights with batteries (kids and adult 
size), coloring books, crayons, colored pencils, hair accessories, packages of kids’ 
underpants (preferably with cartoon designs), eye makeup, bath products, and lotion, 
aprons, and individually packed cocoa mix.  
 
We are also collecting new or gently used Christmas mugs, small rolls of wrapping paper, 
ribbons, and bows. 
 
As always at this time of year we are gladly accepting winter 
boots (all age groups), coats, and jackets etc. and gently 
used blankets. 
 
Children’s clothes are always in shorter supply at our Free 
Store, especially during the colder weather. 
 
If you have any other ideas, speak to the Free Store team.  
Contact the church office for more details. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR TECH TEAM 

 

YouTube and Facebook 

In this day and age, having a strong presence online is essential for church growth, 

and connection with the community.  People often look to the internet to find a 

faith community when they move to a new area, or when there are major events 

in their lives.  This is particularly important when trying to reach younger adults, and families.  These 

age groups utilize the internet when seeking information about most things. 

Each week we broadcast both our Sunday services on our YouTube channel.  It has been suggested 

that we would reach a wider audience by adding a simultaneous broadcast via facebook.  The two 

platforms can be used at the same time.  We have the technology required to do this at our 

Montague Campus, but our streaming equipment at the Praise Center will need to be updated and 

replaced. We need to raise $750.00 to achieve this.  If you can help, mark your donations for 

Audio/Video Team. 

Thanks 

Your Audio/Visual Team 

 



ENDOWMENT REPORT 
 

The Endowment fund lost $5,951.31 during September 2023. 

Ouch!  September was a tough month for the fund.  The worst of the year, losing $5,951.31 during 

that period.  But not to worry, we are still ahead for the year to the tune of $22,392.34. 

The good Lord continues to stand by us every step we take.  The funds are in good hands.  I have 

faith that good times will return in the very near future, and we will again see growth in the fund. 

Keep those prayers coming – They do make a difference. 

In Christ 

Jeff Petersen 

Endowment Fund Team Leader 

A more detailed report can be found on the Financial Times noticeboard in the Montague Fellowship 

Hall.   

 

 

 

CANOPY PROJECT 
 

The canopy structure and roofing have been completed 
thanks to the help of our congregation’s talented 
workers. The outer door frame has been ordered. When 
it is in place, we will remove the inner supports and finish 
the electrical and ceiling items. 
 

 
At present we have paid Winberg Construction 
approximately $50,000 for material and labor. We 
are anticipating another $30,000 yet due. We are 
progressing as we have a generous grant of $5,000 
coming into our account. 
 
Hopefully a ribbon cutting for the project will occur 
very soon! 
 
John Lloyd 
 



 Next meeting: - November 6th,2023 

         At the Montague Campus 

DURING NOVEMBER WE CONTINUE TO COLLECT PERSONAL 

HYGENE ITEMS, SOAPS, AND BABYWIPES FOR THE FREE STORE! 

PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN. ITEMS CAN BE LEFT AT THE OFFICE AT 

THE MONTAGUE CAMPUS OR TAKEN TO THE PRAISE CENTER. 

CRAFTING WORKSHOPS 

We will be meeting at the Montague campus, 9am till noon on Fridays to make craft items for sale at 

our Winter Bazaar.  Please come along and join in the fun.  Check the bulletin or call the office for the 

latest details. 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 
There will be two special tables at the Bazaar, one for books in great condition for winter reading and 
the other table is for White Elephant gifts, suitable for re-gifting.  
 
Anyone making or providing items for the Bazaar on November 18 is asked to have them at the 
church by the 10th of November, for pricing. We are collecting the following for the bazaar: -   

• Used books in good condition. 

• New or gently used items for our reuse and recycle table. 

• Newly made items you wish to donate. 

• We will be soliciting baked goods the week before the Bazaar takes place. 
 
The donated items will be stored in 
the sewing room. If locked, place 
them on tables temporarily outside 
the sewing room. Items will be safely 
moved inside periodically.  No 
clothing, please. 
 
Questions? Call Laura Kiel  
231-894-9253. 
Thank You, 
 
Laura Kiel  
Bazaar co-chair 

 
 



Youth Group 
at The Praise Center 

Sundays from 4 – 6pm  
(unless otherwise stated) 

 
 
Here’s a look at the schedule for November 

 
November 5th  Regular meeting at the Praise Center 
November 12th  Bowling 2 -6pm 
November 19th Regular meeting at the Praise Center 
November 26th Regular meeting at the Praise Center 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Blood Pressure Checks 
November 19th  

Get your blood pressure checked 
free of charge after church.  

(both services) 
Know Your Numbers! 



TRUSTEES REPORT 
Good day to all: Lots going on!!!!! 
Praise Center:   

• Once more we have attempted to quell the leak in the sanctuary.  Maybe we will 
be successful this time.  Stay tuned. 

• Dish washer issues are being addressed.  New chemicals have proven to be a 
problem. 

• The AC unit is removed in the Free Store.   

• Boilers are all working and able to keep us warm. 

• Window repair in the Fellowship Hall is done. Thanks to Jim Tanis for his able 
assistance. 

• Planting in the Prayer Garden continues thanks to Sue Lloyd and Sunday 
Schoolers. 

Thank you so much for the continued efforts to maintain that incredible facility and the many 
missions it fosters. 
Montague Campus: 

• The new carpet installation is complete for the office and two other rooms. 
Thanks Karen Stembol. 

• Our large screen TV has come up missing from the Grief Share room.  We are 
reviewing our security in light of this issue.   

• We removed the large screen TV from the couch room and replaced the missing 
unit in the Grief Share room.  More to come on this issue. 

• BEE ISSUE.  Hopefully we have found the problem and resolved it.  Thanks to Ray 
Schlaff for his investigative work in finding the source of the bees. We called in the 
professionals to get the bees removed. 

• Canopy work continues.  Slower than we would like but the process is moving 
forward. 

Thanks to Ken Wentworth and Jeff Petersen for their painting expertise on the trim for the canopy.  
More to do but not until all the trim is finished by our Winberg folks. 
  The roof is complete except for the finishing touches over the church entrance. Dave 
  McDonald, Jeff Dillen, Ken Wentworth, Ray Schlaff, Larry Lindquist THANKS. 

• AC units are removed and put away till next year.   

• Our family in the back areas of the church have left. Karen will work her magic to 
get it cleaned up and ready for our use.  

• The new Prayer Labyrinth is ready for attention. We have some funds available to 
work with.  More to come. 

Thanks for all the efforts to maintain and improve our facilities. Great stuff happening. 
Parsonage: 

• No issues to report.  Sprinkler system winterizing is next on the agenda. 
We will continue to improve our facilities to enhance our missions to all.  Although more is needed a 
huge THANK YOU for the financial and personal commitments made in building and continuing our 
missions. 



MEMORIAL BRICKS with BRICKMARKERS 
Many of you will no doubt remember this worthwhile project.  It provides us 
with a simple, but effective way to erect memorials to our loved ones, whilst 
giving much needed funds to our church. 
 

Here’s how it works! 

 
1) Place an order for your brick(s) 

a. Supply the information to be engraved on it (by paper form or online). We will make this really 

easy. 

b. Pay $60.00 for a standard 4”x 8” brick, which allows up to 3 lines of print of up to 20 characters 

each (engraved pictures/logos are available, too, but you have to give up some print space. 

c. Or, pay $90.00 for an 8”x 8” brick, which allows up to 6 lines of print of up to 20 characters each. 

d. Wait until the day you see your new brick on the wall or walkway! 

 

2) At both the Montague Campus and Whitehall Campus there will be: 

a. An area for “Memorial” bricks for loved ones who have died, whether recently or a long time ago. 

 

Typically, this means the brick will contain a name or names and years of birth and death. There will 

even be a separate section to memorialize pets. 

b. An area for “celebratory” bricks, such as your family name or celebrations of weddings, births, 

graduations, silver and gold anniversaries, or anything else you wish to commemorate. 

 

For the most part, it is just that simple! 

If you prefer to pay by check CLICK HERE to download the printable order form. 

 
Call in at the church office for help or further 
information. 
 
 
 

https://donate.brickmarkers.com/images/donor_sites/77882d7000200fad8e9fd45470eacdf8.pdf


 IN THE SPOTLIGHT  
 
Ward Heaton 

   LAY LEADER 
 

 

 
 
What are your earliest memories of church?   

Sunday school programs in the church basement of Morgan Memorial Methodist Church (we weren’t 

united yet) in Columbus, Ohio, when I was 5 or 6 years old.  I also have very fond memories of 

visiting our church secretary, Marjorie, or as I called her at the time Maw-ja-wee, at my dad’s office.  

When do you feel closest to God? 

Out in nature.  I am awestruck and thank God for the beauty of creation every time I look up into a 

brilliant blue sky through deep green pine boughs. 

What brought you to this church?   

Initially the bishop when my father was appointed here in 1972.  Then my wife and that sense of 

coming home in 1986 when we moved back to Montague to raise our family. 

Which areas of the church’s work are you most involved with?     

In many aspects of church leadership as Lay Leader, most recently through work with the 

Stewardship Team.  Outside of church administration I am active in worship through helping lead 

worship when asked, singing in the choir, and occasionally leading congregational singing.  I help 

with The Gathering on the first Thursday of each month.   

What dreams and visions do you have for our church? 

My vision is that our church has an ever-increasing footprint and impact in our community, and that 

this translates into more people in our community accepting Christ and serving one another in His 

name. 

 



From November 1st to 19th, I will be visiting my family 

in England.  I aim to have most of the regular office 

work completed before I leave, but it would be good 

to have help with answering the phone and bringing 

in the mail whilst I am gone.  If you can assist in any 

way, please let me know asap, or call Pastor Tim.  It 

would be good to have someone in the office each 

weekday from around 10am to 12pm.  Thank you!  

 

Deadline for the December newsletter is Friday, November 24th. 

 

September 2023 Finance Report 
 

The below table presents a condensed view of the WLUMC finances for September 2023.  The 

General Fund income was lower than that needed to meet expenses, though a bit better than the 

August number.  Fortunately, the General Fund expenses for September were also lower than the 

monthly average but still greater than the income.  The net result is that the General Fund check 

book balance at the end of September was nearly $900 lower than at the end of August.  As of this 

writing on October 20, the General Fund balance is essentially zero.  This means that the Treasurer 

will need to borrow from designated fund accounts to pay the bills, until the General Fund check 

book balance is increased by Sunday collections.  The above is especially concerning, as November is 

one of the two months of the year that has three pay periods versus the typical 2. 

 

September 2023 Finance Report 
  September Percentage of 

  2023 
Expense 
Budget 

      

Designated Funds Income 2,364.60   

      

General Fund Income 21,759.45 90.41% 

General Fund Expenses 22,651.33 94.12% 

      

General Fund Checkbook Balance 4,949.00   

      

Monthly Expense Budget 24,066.77   

 



November Events at a Glance  

5th  Communion Sunday 
6th United Women in Faith 10am – 12pm at Montague Campus 
9th Stewardship Team Meeting 11.30am at Montague Campus 
 N.O.W. Team Meeting 5pm at Praise Center 
16th Stewardship Team Meeting 11.30am at Montague Campus 
18th U.W.F. Christmas Bazaar 9am – 4pm at Montague Campus 
26th U.M. Student Sunday – special offertory  
19th  Blood Pressure Checks after service at each campus 
23rd Thanksgiving Holiday – church office closed. 
30th  Stewardship Team Meeting 11.30am at Montague Campus 


