
From the Pastor’s Desk  

Fall is in full swing with leaves falling, football games being played, and 
school life back to its familiar pattern. But the seasons continue to 
change, and Winter is just around the corner! The Christian calendar is 
about to end on November 24th and a new year begins the 1st Sunday 
in Advent on December 1st. 

Now is as good a time as any to reflect on the state of our 
church and our own personal discipleship. All Saints Sunday gives us 
pause to remember the faithful legacy we have inherited here at 
White Lake United Methodist Church (WLUMC). Our Charge 
Conference on Sunday, October 20th was a time to celebrate the Holy 
Spirit led mission work of our church and the commitments we made 
earlier that day as we continued to celebrate our stewardship and 
prepared for Commitment Sunday. The questions that I ask you and 
myself are “What is the status of my discipleship? Am I faithfully living 
out God’s call in my life as I promised I would when I became a 
professing member of Christ’s Church? Is the covenant that I entered 
with God as strong as ever and the very center of my life and my 
priorities?” 

When you became a member of WLUMC, you promised God, 
your fellow members, and yourself that you would be true to your 
calling to the Body of Christ. You answered this 
question in the affirmative: 
 

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, and uphold it by 
your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your 

witness? 
 

 Can you still answer this question in the affirmative? Are you involved in active discipleship 
through the ministries of WLUMC? Are you being challenged by God even now to extend his 
Kingdom through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness? Do you pray for your church 
every day? Are you there in support of the many varied events of which WLUMC are a part? Is 
actively joining in worship a real priority in your daily life? Are you a good and faithful steward of 
your spiritual gifts and financial blessings? Do you personally and actively take part in one or more of 



the mission and outreach opportunities provided through WLUMC? The goal for every one of us is to 
be able to answer each of these queries with a resounding YES! 

Each negative response indicates a weakening in the very fabric of the diverse tapestry of folks 
who are WLUMC! It is not too late to jump out in faith for your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This 
wonderful Christian fellowship we share is full of opportunities both locally and in the broader scope 
of the United Methodist Church. Where are you fitting in God’s plan? Will you be able to respond 
along with the righteous to Christ at the end of all time; will you be among the sheep or the goats? 

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world.  For when I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison, and 
you came to visit me.” (Matthew 25:34-36) 

 
 The time for commitment is now. The time to renew our covenant with God and each other is 
now. The time to get involved is now. The time to fulfill our calling as disciples of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords is now. 
 
God bless! 
 

Deadline for the December newsletter 

Monday, November 25th, 2024 

Coming Soon: A New Website for WLUMC 
 
A new website for White Lake UMC is in the works. You can follow its progress at 
[https://whitelakeumc.org/]  A temporary single page will be posted at that address on 
October 28 as we continue to gather and edit content, and build website pages from that 
material. Stay tuned! 



 
Prayer Request Card – are available on our Welcome Desk in 
the Welcome Center at both campuses.  Fill it out and hand 
to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings. 
 
➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page   

(https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   
➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates 

that many share on the church Facebook page. 
➢ NEW Church Website will have a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be 

monitored and picked up by the pastor. 
➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to publish our 

Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide 
for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List each month. 
➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church Office to 

make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 
➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at 

231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for 
starting the Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com.  We can 

never have too many folks praying! 
 

PRAY FOR:  

➢ Please pray for Bob and Lee Suits. 
➢ Continued prayers for Pat Klotz nephew, Matthew as he continues treatment for 

cancer. Please pray for him and the whole family. 
➢  Please pray for the family of Dick Hunt who has passed away.  Please pray for his wife, 

Jean, and her daughters. 
➢ Mary Warnock would like prayer for her father, James Bennan, who is in rehab now, 

and other family members who were affected by the recent hurricanes. 
➢ Becki Goudreau would like continued prayers for her husband, Chuck, who has been in 

the hospital with pancreatitis.  
➢  Please pray for Chuck Thompson whose wife, Nancy, passed away. 
➢  Lois Rozdilsky would like prayer for her sister who had knee surgery and is now in a 

nursing home. 
➢ Prayers for the family of June Schmelzer who sadly passed away this past week. 
➢ Peggy Clune asks for prayer for a good friend of hers. He has stage 3 cancer of the 

stomach and esophagus. He will start radiation and chemo next week. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Closure of The Praise Center 

Your church leaders would like to briefly summarize the recent events concerning The Praise Center to keep you 
all informed. 

After many months of struggling with the issue, your church leaders came to the conclusion that it was no 
longer economically feasible to maintain two separate facilities.  Many factors were considered as we 
contemplated the best path forward to continue the important ministry of White Lake United Methodist Church.  
Your Leadership Team decided that closing and selling the Whitehall building was the most viable option and 
proposed this recommendation be submitted for the congregational members’ consideration.   

After working with some of our district staff to verify the correct process and have the property assessed, the 
proposal was presented for a members’ vote at the conclusion of regular business at our Annual Church 
Conference on Sunday, October 20th. The vote was conducted by a written ballot with the options to vote yes, 
no, or abstain.  This motion - “The Leadership Team of White Lake United Methodist Church moves to sell The 
Praise Center at 117 S. Division Street, Whitehall, Michigan 49461, for not less than $350,00. The property to 
be listed for sale at $450,00.  Proceeds from the sale will be used for the Building Fund of White Lake United 
Methodist Church.  Further, Richard Baerman, Trustee Chair and Glen Naghtin, Leadership Team Chair are 
designated as signatories.” - passed with 55 yes votes, 4 no votes, and no abstentions. 

We are now in the process of listing the property through NAI Wisinski of West Michigan, the commercial realty 
firm that did the original appraisal and evaluation. They toured the building again on Monday, October 28th, to 
prepare for the listing.    

Prior to the church membership vote, the Leadership Team decided it best to move the Praise Service and 
Sunday School to the Montague campus on November 3rd.  The Transition Team, with the help of several others 
in the church, has planned where the different programs, classes and meetings will take place and are currently 
busy with the moving of items from Whitehall to Montague.  At this time, The Gathering and the Free Store are 
remaining at the Praise Center in Whitehall while we continue with preparations for their transition to the 
Montague building. We plan to move these to Montague before winter so that we can winterize and close the 
Whitehall building to save on utilities, and so we are well prepared for the sale of that building when it occurs.   

Change is always hard to accept, but inevitable.  We have all experienced a lot of change over the last ten years; 
and we have experienced it together as one church community for the past seven. Let us be empathetic and 
supportive of one another through this new transition as we all work through the various emotions we will 
experience during the coming months.  It will take all of us cooperatively applying the gifts God has provided 
each of us to continue the great ministry we are providing to our community.      

In Christ’s Service,  

Glen Naghtin, Leadership Team Chair 

Ward Heaton, Lay Leader  

 



A NOTE FROM THE TECH BOB’S 

Our November 3rd, both the 9:00am and 11:00am services will be at the 
Montague Campus. The Current Sound Board at the Praise Center will be 
moved to Montague between October 28th and November 2nd, so our 
November 3rd Service will be with different Sound Equipment. Please bear 
with us as we more than likely will have some bugs to work. Bob Tuttle and 
Bob Suits will stand ready with their big flyswatter should the need come up. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR 

There are some dates still open for volunteers for Coffee Fellowship Time. You may choose one or 
more. Sometimes two folks or organizations will share a date making it simpler! 
 
Dates open are:   
November 17 and 24 
January 19 and 26, 2025 
 
Please phone the church office or Barb Lloyd with your choice! Thank you for your 
participation in this much appreciated project of our church. 



 
Did you know that ALL women and girls in the United 
Methodist Church are members of the United Women in 
Faith?  All pastors are members too!  
 
 
 

Next meeting is on Monday, November 4th at 10am, at our Montague Campus.    
********************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Lake Giving Tree 

As always, we are lending our support to the Giving Tree, which 
gives festive support to local families in need.  There’s a 

Christmas tree in the Welcome Center (Montague) adorned 
with gift tags.  If you are able, please take the tag of your 

choice, purchase the gift, and return the gift to the church office 
by November 23rd.  Thanks in advance for your generous 

support for this great opportunity for caring.   



 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
All kids are welcome to join the Hallelujah Kids Chorus.  Rehearsals are part of 
Kids Church, and the Chorus shares music during services, especially during the 
Holidays. 
 
Musicians and singers – Please let Gwen know soon if you would like to do 
special music during Advent, or on Christmas Eve.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Next Blood Pressure Checks 

Sunday, October 20th, 2024 (both services)   
Get your blood pressure checked free of charge after church.  

Know Your Numbers! 
 

Mental Health Focus – Suicide Prevention Program – November 23, 2024 
 
Tis the season . . . ? For some the upcoming holiday season is full of fond memories and 
festivities: however, for others these autumn into winter months remind us of past injustices and 
another lonely and unhappy, perhaps even desperate, time to endure. 
 
As followers of Christ, we know one of the certainties in our lives is looking after each other. We 
are called to be compassionate neighbors and helpers. To aid us in this mission, the WLUMC 
Health & Wellness Team has invited professionals and experienced laypeople to present a 
suicide prevention program on November 23, 2024, at 12:30 p.m. The program will follow a 
pizza lunch at The Gathering in the WLUMC Praise Center fellowship hall. 
 
Healthwest counselor Michael Pyne will introduce the suicide prevention programs available in 
Muskegon County and a preview of the free online program QPR. “QPR stands for Question, 
Persuade, Refer and will give you some of the skills needed to help save the life of someone 
who is thinking about suicide. . . This evidence-based training helps to reduce the apprehension 
that you may feel when confronted with a person who wants to take their own life.” 
 
Members of both Whitehall and Montague High School’s Hope Squads will share how they 
outreach with their peers. Sandi Teichmer, our local Held in Hope Support Group coordinator 
will describe her personal outreach efforts and those of the national support network. 
 
Healthwest counselor Alecia Hughes who works with families in our local school districts will 
describe her role in the White Lake area.  
 
Hopefully, this program will answer your questions and 
inspire you. We are all in this together 
and we can help each other! You are not alone. 
 
Sue Lloyd for the WLUMC Health &amp; Wellness 
Team 

   
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fiona Dibble is turning 60! 
And we are having a party! 
Saturday, November 30th 

From 3pm onwards 
At the Parsonage 

 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

IT’S TIME TO SIGN UP.  PLEASE CONSIDER PREPARING A MEAL OR HE LPING WITH SET-UP/CLEAN-UP. 
(SIGN UP SHEETS AT THE WELCOME DESK) CONTACT MARTHA SADONY FOR MORE INFO. 

Plans are underway for our 2nd Annual Christmas Tree Festival.  Now’s the time to plan a 
tree to represent your team/group/organization.  Forms can be obtained from the 
church office.  Book your space now! 

This year we will have a bake sale, craft sale, special music events, kids’ activities, and of 
course photos with Santa himself.  Let the NOW team know if you would like to help, or 
if you have any ideas or questions.  Let’s build on last year’s festival and make this event 
a roaring success. 

 



 

 
 
 
WLUMC ENDOWMENT MONTHLY REPORT SEPTEMBER 2024 
  Beginning Balance (9/1/2024)          $198,597.04 
  Dividend Income         +477.07 

Disbursements                0.00 
  Change in Market Value          +1,105.47 
  Ending Value (9/30/2024)          $ 200,179.58            
 
As I begin writing this month’s message, I think back to those wise old sages that came together 
some twenty odd years ago and forged this most valuable church tool.  What would they think about 
where its balance sits today compared to where it began as a functioning endowment?  I think they 
would be pleased!  But even more so, I believe they would be more thrilled by all the good it has 
done for various committees, teams, organizations, individuals, and projects through the years. 

This month marks the first time the fund has reached the two hundred grand mark in value, doubling 
our initial investment.  This all the while we were issuing grants to the tune of $161,264.00 to help 
those in need. 

I say thank you to our forefathers/mothers who sat down all those many years ago and devised this 
marvelous instrument.  I thank all those who have served on its committee/team since its inception 
and had to make those tough decisions about how much to grant each year and where the grants 
would be given.  I thank the United Methodist Foundation for managing our fund so proficiently over 
the full course of its existence, and of course, I thank God for being so good and generous to us here 
at White Lake UMC.  Without God’s guidance we would have nothing. 

I wonder what the future holds in store for this amazing gift. I can only imagine.  I know it will rely on 
our steadfast care.  With the help of our Father in Heaven, The United Methodist Foundation, and 
each of us, I believe the sky is the limit for both our saving and our giving of the White Lake UMC 
Endowment Fund. 

 
In Christ. Jeff Petersen (Endowment Fund Team Leader) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WHITELAKE UMC HERITAGE 
 
Our Fellowship Hall will soon have a newly updated Pastoral Heritage plaque. You may have noticed 
the empty hanging bracket on the northeast wall in the Fellowship Hall this past month.  The plaque 
is large because it contains both Montague and Whitehall histories. Three of our pastors served both 
churches at the same time. We have added some faith symbols to help tell our story. 
 
The plaque is heart shaped. The outer edge is a golden rope that binds us together. The upper center 
is our Lord’s last supper. The two doves represent our two churches that came together. Wendell 
Lipka intended that we honor the pastors sent to us for guidance and counsel with the former 
original plaque. 
 
A big thank you goes to those who made it possible:  Dick Baerman, Steve Welter, Jim Tanis, Fiona 
Dibble, and Clay Cudney and Jack Lipka, our wood carvers. 
 
John Lloyd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 
 
WOW, big move coming.  Lots to be done to transition from the Praise Center to Montague Campus.   
Praise Center:   

 
• Transitioning out of the building. We will begin moving on Oct 28, help is always accepted. 
• We will be shutting down the sanctuary and setting heat to a minimum. 
• Removing sound and video systems is our priority.  Stay tuned. 
• Moving Sunday School and Youth Room will also take place 10/28 if possible. 

Thank you, so much, for the continued efforts to maintain our incredible facility and the many missions it supports. 
Montague Campus: 

• Work is done regarding the lightning strike on our interior repairs. The Internet seems good, and 
the sound and video systems are performing as intended. 

• New Cross is atop the old bell tower.  We are finished except for lightning aversion work being 
added to the Cross for protection. 

• Sprinklers are shut down.  Working on blowing out the system for the winter. 
• Heating systems are working.  Nursery heat is being fixed.  Zone Valve will be replaced. 
• Claire is closing up the east gardens.  What an incredible year.  Thanks Claire. 
• Lots of trimming done.  The men’s group worked on helping the gardening teams to trim bushes 

and trees.  Great work, thanks 
• Wow, working on transitioning ministries from the Praise Center to the Montague Campus.  

Mon, 10/28 is a big moving day.  First there will be sound and video systems moved and 
installed at Montague. Our, much older, system will be sold after the newer system(s) and 
installed and working.  Tech Team is on this one. Any help is appreciated. 

• The TV is broken and removed from the Fellowship Hall.  New TV, from the Praise Center, will 
replace it.  No need to buy a new one. 

 
Thanks for all the effort from everyone helping to maintain and improve our facilities.  What an incredible group. 
Parsonage: 
 

• Sprinkler system is not being run, for now.  We will see how we are doing next year prior to turning 
it on. Some repairs are needed before turning this system on.  Stay tuned.   

• The pesky split rail fence at the front entrance will need some work as well.  Glen Naghtin provided 
some much-needed fence sections, and we will get them placed to fix the problem. 

• Thanks to Larry Lindquist for mowing the parsonage lawn.  Great Job.  It will need another mowing 
and leaf removal as well this fall.  Stay tuned for the help needed to this. 

 
What a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many through our ministries and outreach 
to our communities. 
Great to be a part of a community and congregation that makes such a huge difference. 
 
Dick Baerman, Trustee 
 



    August / September 2024 
Finance Report 

The August 2024 Finance Report below 
shows that collections continued to lag 
behind budget.  Fortunately, expenses were 

also low due to lower than historic maintenance costs.  Also, August Ministry Shares (apportionments) were not 
paid, waiting for directions from the Leadership Team to authorize payment given the precariously low General 
Fund balance.  That authorization has been received.       

August 2024 Finance Report 
  August Percentage of 
  2024 August Budget 
      

Designated Funds Income 21,894.00   
      
General Fund Income 21,285.00 80.66% 
General Fund Expenses 17,990.85 64.85% 
      
General Fund Checkbook Balance 14,307.54   
      
August Income Budget 26,389.50   
August Expense Budget 27,740.57   

 

Because September was a five Sunday month, collections were up versus August, allowing us to catch up on a 
month of Conference apportionments.  Again, expenses were lower than historic costs, leaving the check-book 
balance to stay healthy.  With the authorization received from the Leadership Team, out of 9 months we will 
have paid 4 months of the Conference Apportionments and 5 months the District Apportionments.   

I would like to remind you that the treasurer has opened a designated account to collect contributions for long-
term maintenance, such as a needed roof replacement for the Montague campus. 

September 2024 Finance Report 
  September Percentage of 

  2024 
September 

Budget 
      

Designated Funds Income 21,894.00   
      
General Fund Income 22,725.50 86.12% 
General Fund Expenses 19,521.72 74.41% 
      
General Fund Checkbook 
Balance 17,687.88   
      
September Income Budget 26,389.50   
September Expense Budget 26,236.07   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



November Events at a Glance  

1st Visitation for the family of June Schmelzer 6 – 8pm (Montague)  
2nd Celebration of Life service for June Schmelzer 11am, with luncheon to follow (Montague) 
3rd  All Saints Sunday – Worship with Holy Communion at the Montague Campus  

9am (traditional) 11am (Praise Band) along with Kids Church, Hallelujah Kids’ Chorus, 
and Youth Study Group 

 Youth Group (Montague) 4 – 6pm 
4th  UWF meeting (Montague) 10am 
5th  Grief Share (Montague) 1pm 
6th Worship Design Team (Montague) 12-2pm 
17th Blood Pressure Checks after service at each campus 
23rd Men’s Breakfast (Montague) 8-10am 
 Mental Health Seminar – Suicide Prevention (Praise Center) 12.30pm   
25th U.M. Student Sunday (special offering) – Youth Service 
28th Thanksgiving Holiday – church office closed 
29th Church office closed 
30th Fiona’s 60th Birthday Party (Parsonage) 3pm onwards 
 


