
From the Pastor’s Desk   

We really do need each other!     
     We really do need each other.  God created us in community 
with one another.  God has commanded that we seek to love one 
another, as much as he has always loved each of us.  We really do 
need to get along as God once inspired a fellow to write: 
 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 – Two are better than one, because they 
have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend 
can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to 
help him up! Also, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm. But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may 
be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly broken. 
 
     As the holiday season rushes in on us alongside all the stressors 
that so many of us are experiencing, we need to remember to love 
one another.  This is not to say that God expects all of us to be best 
buddies or in close family relationship, but it does mean that we 
should appreciate each of our friends and relatives for who they are 
– fellow children of God Almighty, brothers and sisters in and 
through Jesus Christ, and fellow travelers in life all in need of the 
guiding grace of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     It’s very easy to pass judgment on people, especially if we haven’t 
experienced what they have experienced. People who have lost a 
loved one, lost their job through being made redundant or lost a 
position of responsibility, often go through a valley of bereavement 
which can’t be understood second-hand. It requires a true friend to 
stand by them. When our opportunity comes to be a friend indeed, 
God has called us to rise to the occasion. 
 



     I once had a cousin named Jackie Sue.  While growing up we saw a lot of each other, and we never 
got along.  In fact, just the sound of her voice used to raise my pulse and blood pressure.  Jackie Sue 
would follow me around constantly and I hated it!  But Jackie Sue was family, and you all know how 
the saying goes that “you can choose your friends, but you cannot choose your family”.  As the years 
passed, whenever we got together as a family, Jackie Sue would seek me out.  She just wanted to be 
my friend, but I just couldn’t bring myself to appreciate her [that voice . . . aargh!]. 
 
     It wasn’t until I became an adult who had committed my heart to Christ that I found the spirit that 
enabled me to appreciate and even love Jackie Sue for who she truly was – a fellow disciple of Jesus 
Christ.  Don’t get me wrong, her voice and little idiosyncrasies still made the hackles rise on the back 
of my neck, but now we joked about it, laughed about it, and realized that we could get along and 
even love each other. 
 
     My prayer for you all during this Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas season is that you will just 
give each other a chance.  A chance to be yourselves.  A chance to be honest with one another.  A 
chance to see each other as God sees you – in love.  We really need each other and are stronger in 
the face of life’s trials and tribulations when we stand together.  May the Peace of Christ be yours 
and yours to share.  God bless!   

 
 
 

 

Deadline for the December newsletter  
Friday, November 21st, 2025 

 
 

 

 



 
Prayer Request Cards – are available on our Welcome Desk 
in the Welcome Center.  Fill it out and hand to Pastor Tim on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
 

➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   
➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates 

that many share on the church Facebook page. 
➢ NEW Church Website has a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be monitored 

and picked up by the pastor. 
➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to publish our 

Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide 
for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List each month. 
➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church Office to 

make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 
➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at 

231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for 
starting the Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com.  We can 

never have too many folks praying! 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  
➢ Several of our members are currently in treatment for cancer.  Some prefer to remain 

private, but we pray for each of them.  God knows who they are. 
➢ Pat Klotz is now in a rehab facility in Hart after major neck surgery following a fall.  We 

pray for strength and comfort. 
➢ Steve LaBounty had a quadruple bypass.   Prayers for his recovery, and for Pam and the 

family. 
➢ Please pray for the family and friends of Ron Farmer who passed away on Oct 18th.  A 

memorial service will be held on Nov 10th. 
➢ Jinny and Grant Belinger request prayer for their 19-year-old great nephew who has 

been diagnosed with cancer.  He underwent surgery at UofM hospital in Ann Arbor on 
Tuesday Oct 7th.  We pray for him, his family, and the medical staff who will care for 
him. 

➢ Please pray for Denise Eilers who fell and injured her back.  Pray for relief from the 
pain and a rapid recovery. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 23rd we will 
observe UM Student Sunday 
with a special offering. 

Our services that day will be led 
by our youth group. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship Time with coffee and treats is at 10am, between 
the two services.  We continue to have coffee and cookies 
available after the 11am service.  

The list for Coffee Hour is nearly filled for the months of 
November and December and January. There are a couple of 
openings to volunteer in January. If you would like to serve 
one Sunday in January, just call the church office to be 
scheduled! 
 
A great big thank you to the volunteers who served treats 
and coffee for the past three months! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
        
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to those who were able to attend our Church Conference on October 12th at Community 
UMC, North Muskegon.  We zipped through the business quickly and were able to spend a few 
moments sharing recent positive experiences at church and talking about what we are excited for in 
our faith journey together. Your Leadership Team for the upcoming year are as follows: - Glen 
Naghtin (chair), Ward Heaton (Lay Leader), Tom Hinken (SPRC), Tom Carson (Finance), Ruth Grenell 
(Missions), Ruth Tuttle (Faith Formation), Dick Baerman (Trustees), Fiona Dibble 
(Communications/Membership), and of course Pastor Tim Dibble.   

In other news, our Leadership Team met this week to consider an offer for the Praise Center.  The 
team rejected the offer as the price was considerably lower than the lowest sale price authorized by 
our members at last Fall’s Church Conference.  They also wanted to purchase on a land contract with 
very little downpayment. The team did not feel that this was in the best interest of the church, 
especially as there has been other interest in purchasing the building over the past couple of months.  
Any questions can be directed to members of the Leadership Team.  Thank you. 

ALL-CHURCH TOWN HALL MEETING 

Please join us for an all-church town hall on Tuesday, November 11th at 6 pm.  We’d like to share 
details and have conversations about three different things: 

1. The upcoming visioning process that will help us build on the strengths of our church, address 
the needs of our community and find our church’s unique God given plan.  Find out how to be 
involved in the process and to make sure your voice and concerns are heard. 

2. Learn how EngageMI challenges Michigan Conference congregations to comprehensive 
missional learning, giving, and action with the goal of encouraging congregations to shift from 
transactional “ministry to” models to relational “ministry with” vulnerable people and 
communities. 

3. Hear from the 2025 mission trip team, watch a video to see how your support enabled them 
to serve Jesus and serve people in Georgia.  Talk about how we might bring the idea of mini 
missions to help people in nearby communities. 

 

And please plan to stay after to enjoy snacks and conversation.  Call Tom Hinken (231-730-0075) or 
Glen Naghtin (231) 750-6646 with any questions. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Come and support this new faith 
group.  Pastor Tim will be meeting 
at the Book Nook with anyone in 
the community who would like to 
take part in the discussion – The 

Mug & Message! 

 

 

Here is an opportunity for 
parents to spend time getting to 

know one another while 
someone else watches the 

children!   

Professional childcare provided 

 

Look out for the next 
Pop-Up Social. 

So far, the group has 
been bowling, to the 

beach, and had a 
cookout.  What will they 

get up to next? 

Watch this space or call 
Jessica to find out! 

 



Congratulations to our youth group for another great dinner fundraising event.  They 
transformed the Fellowship Hall into an Stuffolino’s Italian Bistro, where they served 
delicious pastas, salads, and desserts.  During the meal we were treated to a fun 
mystery to solve.  Thanks to all the members who kindly took on acting roles to bring 
the story to life! (Not sure anyone will be receiving any Oscar nominations though). 

 

As usual, our youth have been very busy this Fall.    A lock-in, three service projects, play time in a 
local lake, and a variety of other activities including bowling at Sherman Lanes. Of course, there was 
our Italian Dinner with a mystery skit during dinner (which never did get solved).  Thanks to each of 
the actors, and to everyone who helped with the meal.  We have gained two more youth so far this 
Fall and the whole group will be helping with the Trunk or Treat. 

Looks like the Winter is going to continue being busy.  Dates to be announced.  We are pleased that 
our youth are going to have the opportunity to lead Sunday worship at both services on November 
23rd.  Many of our other activities are weather dependent so watch out for further info.  There’s 
plenty on the radar, so stay tuned for more …... (one hint - we are planning an all-church party on 
New Year’s Eve so mark your calendars for that. 

Thanks again for all the support as we and our youth continue to grow in God’s grace, love, and 
direction.    

The Youth Team 



NURTURE 
Caring for and encouraging growth or development  

 OUTREACH 
 Showing kindness, compassion, and support to those in need. 

  WITNESS 

   Openly professing one’s faith through words and actions 

                     

‘Tis the season to be thankful and we certainly are thankful for all our wonderful volunteers who 
keep our missions going! 

As you’ll see in the welcome center our Giving Tree has more tags for us to fulfill. We’ll be making 
Christmas brighter for eight local families through our gifts this year. Please write your name next to 
the tag code on the register sheet located on a clipboard near the tree. Remember you don’t need to 
wrap the gift simply tape your tag(s) to the gift(s) and drop in the big gift bag alongside the tree. Our 
gifts will be delivered to St. James Catholic Church as you bring them up to the morning of November 
22. Thank you. 

We are all called to be members of the WLUMC’s N.O.W. team. If you are moved to get more 
involved in a particular project, or want help starting a program to care and nurture, please contact 
Sue Lloyd at 231-894-5292, slloyd6907@charter.net or text to 231-683-1752. The greatest need for 
the NOW team is man/woman power.  Events and care programs are people centered, and it takes 
people to make them work. 

Thanks to all who came to our Halloween party.  We had some fun games and yummy food.  Special 
thanks to Sue Lloyd (our NOW chair) for all the hard work, along with Martha Sadony and Ruth 
Grenell.  
 

 
 
 



Thank you to all who took gift tags! Wow, they were all taken the first week. We did not receive as 
many tags as we had wanted so we are on a waiting list for more tags as St. James' receives more 
applications. Please keep a look out for future tags if you are hoping to participate. Also, we have 
several tags taken that did not get recorded on the list. Please check if your name is listed.  We 
cannot know if we have fulfilled our commitment if we don’t know where the tags went! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Planning is now underway for 
our annual Christmas Tree 
Festival.What a great time to 
reach out to our community 
with love and celebration.  
Please contact a member of 
the NOW team and let us 
know where/when you will 
help out to make this a fun 
event for us all.   

We plan to have  a display of 
ornament Nativity scenes this 
year.  Do you have a special 
stable scene you woul like to 
share?  Call the office asap! 

CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS 

Between December 15th to 19th we will be putting together gift bags for our shut-in, sick, or absent 
friends.  Please plan ahead to help fill them up.  Individually wrapped treats, personal items such as 
gloves, lipbalm, hand cream, or soaps, and small momentos of the season.  The bags will need 
delivering on December 20th and 21st, so please let the office know if you can help with this.  Let’s 
make sure that no one feels left out in the cold this Holiday season. 

 



VIM Mission Trip to Georgia  
On October 7th, our White Lake UMC Volunteers in Mission team 
headed for Augusta, Georgia to help with hurricane recovery. We 
travelled in two pickup trucks and a Minivan. We 
spent the first night at the Allisonville Christian 
Church in Indianapolis, Indiana and completed the 
drive to the Advent Lutheran Church in Augusta on 
Wednesday where we were treated to a delicious 
homemade lasagna by the church.  

This church would be our headquarters for our stay in 
Augusta. The church has turned four rooms into 
bedrooms and outside of the church there was a 
trailer outfitted with three very nice showers as well 
as one shower in house. We had full access to the 
kitchen and any food in it as well as their fellowship hall and their youth room as a place to relax.  

Our main job was at a house located just about a block from the Masters 
Golf Course. A beautiful neighborhood, but hurricanes don’t care. The home 
was owned by a 77-year-old woman named Claudia. Her husband had 
passed away four years ago, and she did not have “hurricane” insurance 
(Augusta doesn’t get hurricanes) and could not afford to hire work to be 
done. In the storm the master bedroom and one across from it were totally 
destroyed, along with water damage in all the rooms along the back of the 
house. While there we painted bedrooms, put flooring down, trimmed 
around the new windows, and in the living room we mudded the new 
ceiling. Claudia has been sleeping on the couch in her living room for the 
past year.  

While most of our crew was at this house, a smaller contingent 
consisting of Rachel, Landon, Ward and Tom Carson went to a trailer 
where a large tree had fallen across it, nearly cutting it in two. Before 
the trailer could be moved and a new house built by the Mennonites, 
the interior needed to be inspected for asbestos. But the large tree and 
collapsed porch awning blocked the way into the house. Our team 
cleared away brush and debris while our VIM coordinator operated the 
chainsaw. Their second site was a large tree crashing through the 
garage and dining room of a house, collapsing about half of the house. 
Our team’s job was to help the owner to empty objects from the house, 



a job made more difficult because large parts of the ceiling had collapsed, 
releasing asbestos insulation from and attic. The owner, who was a retired 
Army veteran, artist and musician, was living in a FEMA trailer.  

Wherever we went in Augusta we were 
certainly treated with southern 
hospitality. Our work was coordinated 
under the UMCOR umbrella and the North 
Georgia United Methodist Conference 
disaster relief. Our supervisors were 
wonderful. They gave very good 

directions, and we were left to do the work as best we could. They 
were very impressed with the work we did and the skills of our team.  

On Sunday morning, before we left for home, we attended the 
Advent church worship service, which was a very “Anglican style” 
service, and very beautiful (except for the extremely loud pipe 
organ).       This was a very meaningful and rewarding trip for all of us and we so appreciate the 
financial help from all of you as well as your prayers and good wishes. 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Market Value (08/31/2025)    205,427.63 

Additions.                                                                           0.00  

Income  

Dividends.                                                                     440.67 

Change in Market Value.                                    3,914.69 

Ending Market Value. (09/30/2025)          209.782.99  

 

We had a good gain again in September. 

Thank you for your support of the Endowment Fund. 

 

In Christ, Tim Todd  

Endowment Fund Team Leader 



 

 

 

Praise Center: 

We have three parties interested in the building.  We are in the process of answering questions 
about infrastructure and other costs as well as tours to review possibilities for use. We have 
countered one offer.  Not a good one but we countered. Stay tuned 

Thank you so much for the continued efforts to maintain this incredible facility.   

Montague Campus: 

�x Gardens are waning and the Fall colors are in bloom and in need of help from any of us willing 
to roll up a sleeve or two and dig in some dirt.   Supporting this ministry of a wonderful, visual 
and environmental masterpiece needs some TLC.   Memorial Gardens: Raised Garden, Bio 
Swailes, Fern Garden, Sign Garden, Fruit Garden, Retention Area, East Tree Area, plantings 
around the church building, Prayer Labyrinth and Playground Area, all need you and whatever 
you can do.  Anyone who wants ostrich ferns can have them.  See Claire for directions on 
which plants need to go. Claire Schlaff is asking for help in a number of these areas. 

�x Mowing is slowing quickly.  We will be needing some help with the leaves and fall cleanup. 
Stay tuned. 

�x Heating systems are being turned on.  Thermostats will be reset to reflect the time change 
coming in Nov. Many of these thermostats are having batteries replaced.  So far, Fellowship 
Hall, office, sewing, nursery, sisters and finance.   

�x Parking lot lighting was down for a couple of days but has been repaired. 
 

 Parsonage: 

�x A more decorative fence at the entrance is being worked on. Purchasing the fence materials 
and then the installation will be planned.  Stay tuned. 

�x We plan for a fall (leaves) cleanup.  All else seems well. 
 

We are blessed with a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many 
through our ministries and outreach to our communities. 

Great to be a part of a community and congregation that makes such a huge difference. 

 

Dick Baerman, Trustee 

 



 



November Events at a Glance 
2nd All Saints Sunday – Communion served at both services 
3rd  Parent’s Morning Off (rm 3) 9.30am 

UWF meeting – 10am 
4th  Grief Share (rm 7) 1pm 
5th  Worship Design Team 12pm 
6th Leadership Team meeting 12pm 
7th Health & Wellness team meeting 10am 
10th  Parent’s Morning Off (rm 3) 9.30am 
11th  Grief Share (rm 7) 1pm 
 All-Church Town Hall 6pm 
12th Mug and Message group at the Book Nook 6pm 
16th New Members Welcoming service 

Blood Pressure checks available after each service 
17th  Parent’s Morning Off (rm 3) 9.30am 
18th Dirt Daubers 6pm 
23rd  U.M. Student Sunday – Youth Service and special offering 
24th  Parent’s Morning Off (rm 3) 9.30am 
25th  Grief Share (rm 7) 1pm 
27th Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed 
28th Church office closed 
30th First Sunday in Advent 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


