
From the Pastor’s Desk  

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our 

fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 
As we begin a new “church year”, Advent takes its rightful place in our 
hearts as we look with longing for Jesus to come again.  I know that the 
world seems to be such a chaotic, dark place, but when we let Jesus be 
born in our hearts our fears are dispelled, our own shortcomings, and 
sins are forgiven.  We can begin to experience the “rest” or peace only 
experienced through a deepening, loving relationship with God. 
  
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear 

desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
The light of Christ sustains, guides, and feeds us to enable us to 
continue our spiritual journeys, individually and congregationally.  It is 
His strength, not our own, which provides us with the hope we desire 
and our hearts long. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,  
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 
If one as insignificant as a baby born to a poor couple in barn can 
change the world, then what might you and I accomplish with the many 
and manifold blessings that we have inherited?  How can we reach out 
to our neighbors as followers of this Kingdom builder?  How can we 
follow in the footsteps of a carpenter’s son?  Only one way…with open 
hearts. 
  

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all 
sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 



Let us recognize and honor the birth of our Lord of Lords, and King of Kings this Advent and 
Christmas season.  Let us follow as faithful disciples the way He has shown us.  As Christ takes up 
home and possession of our hearts and minds, we are sanctified, God is glorified, and all is reconciled, 
forgiven, recreated, and reborn. 
 
It is my prayer that the Love of Christ descends upon the homes and families of you all and that we 
respond in praise for and worship to our Savior.  That we take up his calling in our lives and, as a 
church, move forward as faithful disciples as God uses us to transform the world. 
 
God bless us, everyone! 
 

Deadline for the January newsletter 

Friday, December 27th, 2024 

 
The Church office will be closed on Wednesday, December 25th and 
Thursday December 26th for the Christmas break. 

Coming Soon: A New Website for WLUMC 
Work continues on the new website for White Lake UMC. The current 
“web committee” (Bill Rafaill, Steve Welter, Pastor Tim, the Stewardship 
Team) continues to gather and create text, and then edits that content. 
Next Bill uses that content to build the pages for the website. Once those 
pages have been finalized, they will be posted at 
[https://whitelakeumc.org]. Yes, this is a time-consuming process so 
please be patient. Questions? You may direct any questions to Bill at 
[wsrafaill@rafaill.com] or during coffee time between services. 



Prayer Request Card – are available on our Welcome Desk in 
the Welcome Center at both campuses.  Fill it out and hand 
to Pastor Tim on Sunday mornings. 
 
➢ Instant Messenger on church Facebook page   

(https://www.facebook.com/WhiteLakeUnitedMethodist).   
➢ This is a private message service that Pastor Tim monitors.  Pastor Tim also tries to monitor postings/updates 

that many share on the church Facebook page. 
➢ NEW Church Website will have a Prayer Request page that folks can send a message through that will be 

monitored and picked up by the pastor. 
➢ Weekly Printed Announcements – It is our plan to continue to publish our 

Prayer List here each week.  Feel free to take a copy home to use as a guide 
for your prayers during the week! 

➢ Monthly Newsletter – We will publish our existing Prayer List each month. 
➢ Contact the Pastor/Church Office – phone or email the Church Office to 

make a specific prayer request of Pastor Tim. 
➢ For prayer requests to our Prayer Chain please contact Martha Tanis at 

231-894-8525 or Laura Kiel at 231-894-9253. They are responsible for 
starting the Prayer Chain. 

➢ To be added to the Prayer Chain  
➢ e-mail list to receive notifications of new prayer requests, please e-mail Jan Dyer at jareyd@aol.com.  We can 

never have too many folks praying! 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

➢ Winnie Peter’s sister is doing a lot better.  She is hoping to go home soon. 
Please continue to pray for her. 

➢ Please pray for Mark Meyer. He has been dealing with an infection in the stump of one 
leg (it was amputated 10 years ago). He has to have more of that leg amputated and 
new prosthetic made.  

➢ Please pray for Bob and Lee Suits with their ongoing medical concerns. 
➢ Continued prayers for Pat Klotz nephew, Matthew as he continues treatment for 

cancer. Please also for the whole family. 
➢ Becki Goudreau would like continued prayers for her husband, Chuck, who has been in 

the hospital with pancreatitis.  He will be home for Thanksgiving! 
➢ Bette, who volunteers at the Freestore, asks for prayers for her husband Tom who is 

having serious health problems. 
➢ Robert Miller diagnosed with acute Leukemia.  Hospitalized in Moffitt Hospital in 

Tamps Florida. 
➢  Paula Berry diagnosed with a spinal fluid infection causing the loss of use of her 

legs.  Hospitalized in Clearwater Florida. 

MEAL TRAIN – Our sister Becki Goudreau could use some support. Her husband, Chuck, has been in 
hospital for some weeks. Becki goes back and forth to his bedside in Grand Rapids after work and 
is exhausted, so let's try and help Becki out with some good, home cooked food.  

Please click on the link below (or cut/paste it to your browser) for details on how you can help.  If 
you cannot manage the website, call the church office and Fiona will help you.  
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/ddvvnz/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE  

TECH BOBS! 

We are working to get some bugs out of 
our new Sound system (at least New for 
Montague), there are so many new 
things this board can do compared to 
our old board, 2 additional speakers 
have been installed next to the T.V.’s, 
and they’re on our to-do list, we should 
have everything up a running shortly, 
and thanks for your patience.  Bob Tuttle 
& Bob Suits     



 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Wishing you all a  
Merry Christmas 

And a Blessed,  
Peaceful New Year 

 
Love From 

Pastor Tim, Fiona, 
And Family 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Did you know that ALL women and girls in the United 
Methodist Church are members of the United Women in 
Faith?  All pastors are members too!  
Next meeting is on Monday, December 2nd at 10am. 

********************************************************************************** 
BOOK YOUR PLACE BY DECEMBER 6TH – PLACES ARE LIMITED 

 

 



 
A special thank you 
to our youth group 

for leading us in 
worship on Sunday, 

November 24th, 
2024 

And thank you to all the ‘not youth’ who helped make it happen! 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

“WONDER”  
A Song/Poem Written by Jakob, Landon, and Malakai 

 
As we sit here in church 

Wondering how this makes sense, 
An angel comes along 
And sings us this song. 

 
God is the redeemer 
He gives us his love 

Created this earth 
Sent Jesus from above 

 
Jesus was a missionary 

Born from the virgin Mary 
Spreading God’s message to all 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 



Christmas Tree Festival 
 
Please help make this year’s 
festival a roaring success.  How?  
Volunteer to help at the event.  
Advertise!  The best adverts are by 
word of mouth.  Offer to bake 
cakes, cookies, and candy for the 
UWF (speak to Laura Kiel). 
 

We also need 100 plain sugar 
cookies for children to decorate.  
We need volunteers to watch over 
the craft activities, keep the hot 
chocolate flowing, and to welcome 
visitors to the festival.   
 
And finally, of course we need lots 
of decorated trees.  If each church 
team, group, etc. decorates a tree, 
we will have quite a magnificent 
display. 
 
Above all else, please show up! 
 

 



WHITELAKE UMC HERITAGE 
 

Our Fellowship Hall now has a newly updated Pastoral 
Heritage plaque. The plaque is large because it contains 
both Montague and Whitehall histories. Three of our 
pastors served both churches at the same time. We have 
added some faith symbols to help tell our story. 
 
The plaque is heart shaped. The outer edge is a golden rope 
that binds us together. The upper center is our Lord’s last 
supper. The two doves represent our two churches that 
came together.  
 
A big thank you goes to those who made it possible:  John 
Lloyd, Dick Baerman, Steve Welter, Jim Tanis, Fiona Dibble, 
and Clay Cudney and Jack Lipka, our wood carvers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
WOW, big move coming.  Lots to be done to transition from the Praise Center to Montague Campus.   
Praise Center:   

• Transitioning out of the building.  Help is always accepted.                                                                                                                                              
• Completed the Sanctuary shut down. Heat will be at a minimum.  We will begin the process(es) to shut down 

the sanctuary level completely. 
• We will move the shed that houses the lawn equipment to the Parsonage.  The lawn equipment is needed to 

maintain the parsonage grounds.  Stay tuned for help with this move. 
• Freezer and fridge decisions need to be made on where they will be placed at Montague. 
• Activity on the Praise Center sale seems to be quite good. 
• Insurance for the Praise Center will be reduced to “Actual Value” which will save an additional $1000 dollars.  

Thanks, Glen, for the idea. 
• The Free Store and Gathering moves are slated for early Jan. Stay tuned. 

Thank you, so much, for the continued efforts to maintain our incredible facility and the many missions it supports. 
 
Montague Campus: 

• Wow, squeezing in.  Lots has been done to make space for the ministries to move to the Montague campus.  
All is done except for the Free Store and Gathering. 

• Sprinkler system is upgraded. This is at the request of our sprinkler folks, Prime Seasons Lawn Care.   
• We have purchased a new backpack blower and now available for leaf removal.  Ray and Claire Schlaff have 

donated this to assist in maintaining our grounds.  THANK YOU! 
• The new sound has been problematic. Bob S. and Bob T. are constantly working to improve things. Keep at it, 

guys.  It will work! 
• Some kitchen changes are in the works, to help house the Gathering when it comes to Montague.  We need to 

make this work somehow; and we will.  The island and some pantry space are the most pressing issues.  Thank 
you all for your patience and understanding in making space for this ministry. 

• We have a new floor in what is to become the Free Store.  Carla and Ward Heaton have made this possible. 
Thanks to all who assisted.  What a huge difference it makes in the appearance and use of that space. 

• The meeting room(s) have also undergone some nice changes.  Conference table and comfy chairs and now in 
place. 

• Youth rooms are being reviewed and some changes made for that addition. 
• Sunday School rooms too are now looking better and are in use. 
• Looking for assistance to remove leaves.  Stay tuned for days and times for that process. 

Thanks for all the efforts to all those helping to maintain and improve our facilities.  What an incredible group. 
 
Parsonage: 

• Not much to report here.  Moving along with leaf removal.   
• Making room for the shed and lawn equipment coming from the Praise Center.   
• We will need leaf removal and clean up help before the snow flies.  Stay tuned for dates and times. 

 
What a great combination of facilities and people to improve the lives of so many through our ministries and outreach 
to our communities. 
Great to be a part of a community and congregation that makes such a huge difference. 
Dick Baerman, Trustee 



December Events at a Glance  

1st 1st in Advent – Holy Communion served at both 9am and 11am services.  
2nd Celebration of Life service for Jim Lorenz.  Visitation at 11am, service at 12noon (Montague) 
 UMF Meeting 10am (Montague) 
4th Stewardship Team Meeting 10am in room 7 
6th Health & Wellness Team Meeting 10am in the Welcome Center 
10th  UWF Christmas Dinner at Hanson Hill Waterfront Grill 6pm (by reservation only) 
13th Christmas Tree Festival 4 – 9pm including the Handel’s Messiah talk at 7pm 
14th Christmas Tree Festival 3 – 9pm including Sounds of Christmas concert at 6pm 
15th Blood Pressure Checks after service at each campus 
23rd Men’s Breakfast (Montague) 8-10am 
 Mental Health Seminar – Suicide Prevention (Praise Center) 12.30pm   
24th Christmas Eve – Candlelit Carols Service 6.30pm 
 Midnight Communion Service 11pm 
25th & 26th Church office closed 
28th Men’s Breakfast 8am 
29th Service of Carol Singing 


